
PARKS AND RECREATION 
COMMISSION AGENDA REPORT 

MEETING DATE: JANUARY 23,2014 ITEM NUMBER:
 

SUBJECT: TREE REMOVAL REQUEST - YUKON AVENUE 

DATE: JANUARY 7,2014 

FROM: PUBLIC SERVICES DEPARTMENT, MAINTENANCE SERVICES DIVISION 

PRESENTATION BY: BRUCE A. HARTLEY, MAINTENANCE SERVICES MANAGER 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: BRUCE A. HARTLEY (714) 754·5123 

RECOMMENDATION 

Provide staff direction on multiple tree removal requests for City owned trees located in the 
parkway and adjacent landscape set-back along Yukon Avenue between Bear Street and 
3081 Klondike Avenue. 

BACKGROUND 

This item was heard at the Parks and Recreation Commission meeting held on November 
21, 2013, (See Attachment #1) and was continued to the January 2014 meeting at the 
request of Commissioners to allow time to conduct site visits and solicit input from the 
residents. 

The City of Costa Mesa owns three 'lettered lots' as defined by the recorded tract map 
associated with the development of the homes in the Yukon-Klondike-Prospect 
neighborhood. The lots are landscaped and were granted to the City by the builder for 
landscape purposes when the homes were originally built. The landscape was installed by 
the builder and has been maintained continuously by the City to present day. The area 
receives monthly landscape maintenance and the trees are trimmed on a three to five (3-5) 
year pruning cycle. In addition to the lettered lots, there are parkways along Yukon Avenue 
that contain landscape and trees. These areas are maintained at the same time as the 
lettered lots. The trees associated with the removal requests are located in Lot 'C' and a 
portion of Lot 'A'. 

The Maintenance Services Division was initially contacted by the property owner of 3081 
Klondike Avenue (Applicant #1) on October 30, 2012, requesting removal of several City 
owned trees located in the landscape set-back on the Yukon Avenue side of the property 
located at the corner of Yukon Avenue and Klondike Avenue. At that time, the City Arborist 
denied the removal request and directed the City's tree maintenance contractor to trim 
branches away from the property line to mitigate the impacts of the trees. Applicant #1 
submitted a request for removal on October 16. 2013. 

On July 10, 2013, the property owner of 883 Prospect Place (Applicant #2) contacted the 
City requesting service due to the excessive pine needles being generated by the trees in 
the landscaped area behind her home. At that time, the needles were cleaned up and the 
work request closed. Subsequently, in an electronic mail message dated October 17, 2013, 
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