PARKS AND RECREATION
COMMISSION AGENDA REPORT

MEETING DATE: MAY 22, 2014 ITEM NUMBER:

SUBJECT: EAST 19™ STREET LANDSCAPE PLANS AND MONUMENT SIGN

DATE: MAY 9, 2014

FROM: PUBLIC SERVICES DEPARTMENT - TRANSPORTATION SERVICES DIVISION
PRESENTATION BY: RAJA SETHURAMAN, MANAGER, TRANSPORTATION SERVICES

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: RAJA SETHURAMAN, MANAGER, TRANSPORTATION
SERVICES DIVISION, (714) 754-5343

RECOMMENDATION:

1) Approve the conceptual design for the East 19" Street Landscape Plans (Attachment 1).
2) Approve the conceptual design of the proposed monument sign (Attachment 2) for the
Eastside Costa Mesa neighborhood.

BACKGROUND:

On August 6, 2013, the City Council awarded a contract to CivilSource, Inc. to prepare design
plans for traffic calming improvements along East 19" Street between Newport Boulevard and
Irvine Avenue. The East 19" Street Improvement project includes implementation of chokers
and medians at intersections along East 19" Street. Additionally, new entry monument signs
are proposed at both ends of East 19" Street, at Fullerton Avenue and Irvine Avenue, to
enhance the identification of the “Eastside” Costa Mesa neighborhood. The goal of the
proposed design is to reduce speeding and emphasize the residential neighborhood character
of East 19" Street.

ANALYSIS:

Landscape architectural firm Nuvis, a subconsultant to CivilSource, Inc., prepared conceptual
landscape plans for the East 19" Street project. The next step is to obtain approval of the
proposed conceptual landscape plans in order to start the final design phase which includes
development of construction documents.

Staff and the consultant team (Nuvis and CivilSource) held two (2) community outreach
meetings on January 29, 2014 and April 30, 2014. The presentations for the two meetings are
provided in Attachments 3 and 4, respectively. The objective of the first community meeting was
to introduce the project and gather input from the residents regarding the proposed design of
the traffic calming measures. The objective of the second community meeting was to address
comments from the first meeting, and to obtain additional feedback from the community on the
proposed landscape plans and monument sign concepts. The conceptual landscape plans and
monument sign alternatives were presented in the form of visual (street view) simulations
(Attachment 5).

The proposed conceptual landscape plans have been reviewed by Maintenance staff. These
plans conform to the existing landscaping along East 19" Street, and the proposed landscaping
would help enhance the visual aesthetics of the neighborhood. The monuments signs were
developed by the consultant in coordination with staff and presented to the public in the
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community meetings. The majority of the community members prefer a traditional monument
sign similar to Alternatives 1 and 3 in Attachment 2. According to resident comments, this type
of sign would be consistent with the overall character of the neighborhood. Additional design
concepts for the monument sign may be presented for further consideration at the meeting.

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED:

No alternatives were considered for this item.

FISCAL REVIEW:

The City of Costa Mesa has secured Safe Routes to School Federal grant funding in the amount
of $85,000 toward the design and $770,900 toward the construction of traffic calming
improvements along East 19" Street between Newport Boulevard and Irvine Avenue. The grant
funds were recognized in the Fiscal Year 2012-13 budget. Air Quality Management District funds
will be utilized for the balance of funds necessary for engineering design.

LEGAL REVIEW:

There is no legal review required for this item.

CONCLUSION:

It is recommended that the Commission approve the proposed landscape plans and one of the
concept alternatives for the monument sign for the East 19" Street Improvement Project.

gr Lo =

[ o
RAJA SETHURAMAN ERNEST@ANINOZ
Manager, Transportation Services Division Public Serviges Director

ATTACHMENTS: 1-  Landscape Plans
2-  Monument Sign Concept Alternatives
3-  Presentation — 15t Community Meeting
4-  Presentation — 2™ Community Meeting
5- Improvement Simulations
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