PARKS AND RECREATION
COMMISSION AGENDA REPORT

MEETING DATE: OCTOBER 23, 2014 ITEM NUMBER:

SUBJECT: PLACENTIA AVENUE MEDIAN IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

DATE: OCTOBER 14, 2014

FROM: PUBLIC SERVICES DEPARTMENT - TRANSPORTATION SERVICES DIVISION
PRESENTATION BY: RAJA SETHURAMAN, MANAGER, TRANSPORTATION SERVICES

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: RAJA SETHURAMAN, MANAGER, TRANSPORTATION
SERVICES DIVISION, (714) 754-5343

RECOMMENDATION:

Approve the conceptual landscape design for the Placentia Avenue Median Improvement
Project (Attachment 1).

BACKGROUND:

On February 4, 2014, the City Council awarded a contract to Onward Engineering to prepare
design plans for median improvements along Placentia Avenue between Adams Avenue and
Wilson Street. The Placentia Avenue Improvement project includes implementation of raised
landscaped medians along Placentia Avenue between Adams Avenue and Wilson Street.
Placentia Avenue has a wide painted median within the project limits and installation of raised
medians with landscaping will create a pleasant driving experience, while improving overall
traffic operations.

ANALYSIS:

The landscape architectural firm Nuvis, a sub-consultant to Onward Engineering, prepared
conceptual landscape plans for the Placentia Avenue project. The proposed conceptual
landscape plans have been reviewed by Maintenance staff. These plans considered the
existing landscaping in sections of Placentia Avenue, such as Fairview Park, and would help
enhance the visual aesthetics of the corridor.

The project plans were presented to the Fairview Park Citizen Advisory Committee (FPCAC) on
September 3, 2014. Also, staff and the consultant team (Nuvis and Onward) held a community
outreach meeting on September 17, 2014. The residents at the meeting, while expressing
concerns about vehicle speeds in the area, were generally supportive of the proposed median
improvements and landscape palette.

The next step is to obtain Commission approval of the proposed conceptual landscape plans in
order to start the final design phase, which includes development of construction documents.
The tentative schedule for completion of design is the end of this year and beginning
construction in the summer of 2015.

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED:

No alternatives were considered for this item.



FISCAL REVIEW:

Public Services staff has secured Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) federal grant
funding in the amount of $844,200 toward the design and construction of this project. Of this
amount, $738,400 is available for the construction phase. The grant funds were recognized in
Fiscal Year 2013-14’s budget.

LEGAL REVIEW:

There is no legal review required for this item.

CONCLUSION:

It is recommended that the Commission approve the proposed landscape plans for the
Placentia Avenue Improvement Project.

Bio Adurvomee -

RAJA SETHURAMAN ERNESTOMUNDZ
Manager, Transportation Services Division Public ngvice irector

(
ATTACHMENT: 1- Landscape Plans
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