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THE CITY OF COSTA MESA 
 SPECIAL MEETING OF THE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

NOVEMBER 19, 2015; 6:00 P.M. 
 

1. Call to Order: The Parks and Recreation Commission meeting was called to order 
by Chairman Pederson at 6:00 p.m. on November 19, 2015 at City Hall, 77 Fair 
Drive, Costa Mesa, California. 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance: Commissioner Graham 
 
3. Roll Call 

 
Present:  Chairman Pederson, Vice Chairman Brett Eckles, Commissioner de 
Arakal, Commissioner Graham, Commissioner Harper  
Absent:   None 
Staff Present:  Tamara Letourneau, Assistant Chief Executive Officer, Brenda 
Green, City Clerk, Travis Karlen, Recreation Manager, William Lund, Recreation 
Coordinator  
 

4. Approval of Minutes - October 22, 2015 Meeting of the PRC. 
 

Moved/Second:  Commissioner Eckles/Commissioner de Arakal 
The motion carried by the following roll call vote: 
Ayes:  Chairman Pederson, Vice Chairman Brett Eckles, Commissioner de Arakal, 
Commissioner Graham, Commissioner Harper 
Nays:  None 
Motion carried:  5-0 
 
Action:  The Parks and Recreation Commission adopted the Minutes of October 22,    

2015. 
 

5. Public Comments 
 

Beth Refakes, Costa Mesa, spoke on the Military Affairs Team toy drive. 
 

Bob Serven, Costa Mesa, spoke regarding Friday Night Lights and expressed 
concern with Director Scott Mahaffy and spoke on several problems.  Submitted to 
the Commission an email written by Mr. Mahaffy 
 
Commissioner De Arakal requested staff to investigate the issues that Mr. Serven 
brought forward regarding Mr. Mahaffy and Friday Night Lights Football. 
 

6. Consent Calendar  
 

a) Futsal Adult Sport Proposal 
 
Commissioner Graham requested this item be pulled for discussion. 

http://www.costamesaca.gov/ftp/parksandrecreation/agenda/2015/2015-11-19/6a.pdf
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Mr. Karlen spoke on the Adult Sports Futsal program and played a video. 
 

Public Comments 
 

Mark Arblaster, President of Newport Mesa Soccer Club, spoke in support of the 
program. 
 
Moved/Second:  Commissioner Eckles/Commissioner de Arakal 
The motion carried by the following roll call vote: 
Ayes:  Chairman Pederson, Vice Chairman Brett Eckles, Commissioner de Arakal, 
Commissioner Graham, Commissioner Harper 
Nays:  None 
Motion carried:  5-0 
 
Action:  The Parks and Recreation Commission approved the Adult Sports Futsal 
program. 

 
7. Old Business – None 

 
8. New Business 

 
a) Costa Mesa Bark Park Restricted Access Entry System and Rules and Regulations 
Update 
 

Staff presentation by Travis Karlen, Recreation Manager. 
 
Chair Pederson thanked staff for their efforts. 
 
Commissioner De Arakal stated the fee is for the dog license and not for the key fob 
system and inquired on the percentage of dog population licensed in the City. 
 
Mr. Karlen responded the percentage is low. 
 
Commissioner De Arakal spoke on the Municipal Code Section 3-107 (c) regarding fees 
for non-residents; spoke on the discrepancy between six months age to enter park vs. 
four month requirement for licensure; spoke on addressing medical exemptions to 
spay/neuter, and the need to be consistent.  
 
Commissioner Harper inquired on the survey and the 40% usage by non-residents. 
 
Mr. Lund explained how the survey was conducted. 
Commissioner Harper spoke on the number of dogs licensed in the city is low. 
 
Mr. Travis clarified that the City does send out renewal notices in response to question 
by Commissioner Graham. 
 
Chair Pederson stated that proof of vaccinations is required for a license and must show 
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proof of spay/neuter.  Spoke on the survey and resident vs. non-resident usage and 
since the park is for a specific use a fee can be charged. 

 
Public Comments 

 
Janis King, Costa Mesa, inquired if a dog is over 30 lbs. but is elderly, impaired, or 
injured it would be able to use the small dog park; expressed concern on the fob 
system; is opposed to different fees for resident vs. non-resident; and spoke on special 
provisions/documentation for people who pet rescue or foster dogs. 
 
Linda Kwoun, requested clarification for fee for non-residents; spoke on liability and the 
need to license dogs; stated fees from dog licensing should be spent to educate on 
canine care and for maintenance of the dog park; spoke on the logistic of a monitoring 
program; and questioned the limit of dogs an individual can bring to the park. 
 
Claudia Najera, suggested local businesses sponsor the dog park; inquired if a dog is 
already licensed in Santa Ana would a license in Costa Mesa also be required and the 
cost for a non-resident; and expressed concern as expensive for elderly on a fixed 
income. 
 
Helena Roberts, Newport Beach, spoke on dog license fees in Santa Ana they are 
collected by employees who go door to door and it provides more revenue; spoke on 
the dog park visitors provide revenue to local businesses and imposing a card system 
will cause a direct negative effect on local businesses; spoke on the senior citizens that 
visit the park and it provides a social element of their lives; requested employees go 
door to door to collect license fees to raise revenues instead of a card system. 
 
Shirlee McDaniels, Costa Mesa, expressed concern on a card system and fee system, 
and spoke on availability restroom facilities. 
 
Beth Refakes, Costa Mesa, spoke on the cost of a fob and controlled access; signed 
indemnification release forms to enter the bark park; concern without control 
mechanism to ensure vaccinations; and a refundable deposit for the fob.  
 
Al Melone, Costa Mesa, spoke on the need to limit the number of dogs an individual can 
bring to the park because if a handler has too many dogs they cannot keep track and 
pick up after dogs; and spoke that grass is needed at the park. 
 
James Simmons, Costa Mesa, encouraged a rule that dogs must be spayed or 
neutered to be in the park, as most dog fights are caused by animals that are not 
spayed or neutered. 
 
 
Commissioner Eckles confirmed that the license fee is $25 for dogs that are spayed or 
neutered.   
 
Mr. Karlen clarified that if the dog is licensed by Costa Mesa, the key fob would be 
free/included; stated the current licensing monies go into the General Fund; stated 
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indemnification forms are not part of the policy however can consider. 
 
Commissioner Graham stated that a restroom is available that serves the skate park, 
tennis center, and dog park; and requested shade at the park. 
 
Mr. Karlen spoke on monitoring which would be provided by spot checks by 
ambassadors, park rangers and maintenance personnel; stated that staff will do a cost 
analysis on the key fob system, the key fobs can be deactivated at City Hall; and there 
would be a deposit system. 
 
Chair Pederson spoke on the need to have dogs licensed in Costa Mesa for health and 
safety reasons; spoke on recent upgrades to the park and going in the right direction; 
spoke on charging fees and that fees are charged to sports teams that use City facilities 
that are from outside the city; this is a specialized use and a non-resident fee is 
consistent with other fees that are charged. 
 
Commissioner de Arakal clarified this would not be charging a fee to access the dog 
park, because if the dog is licensed a key fob is provided for free.  Spoke that this is a 
controlled access system that requires the dog to be licensed in order to use the dog 
park which ensure vaccinations; and stated the fees are not unusual.  Spoke on the 
bark park being popular and deteriorating due to overuse; spoke on the need to take 
care of assets and cannot have an open door policy, currently is an intensive use at the 
park and if continue the park will be in constant state of destruction;   controlling access 
is an incentive to get the dog licensed; supports a higher non-resident licensing fee; 
spoke on the discrepancies in the municipal code that need to be addressed; and 
reiterated this is not charging an additional fee for residents it is encouraging dog 
licensing. 
 
Vice Chair Eckles expressed health and safety concerns at the dog park, stated it is a 
community public property that is deteriorated and the need to take care of the park,  
supports a key system to ensure dogs are vaccinated, stated approximately 42% are 
non-residents using the park support charging more for non-resident even if licensed in 
another City.  Stated this is a specialty park and the need to pay for maintenance 
issues. A key access will assist to bring compliance with existing law. 
 
Chair Pederson agreed that the dog must be licensed in order to enter the dog park. 
 
Commissioner Graham agreed that the dog must be licensed in order to enter the dog 
park and also supports that non-residents need to get the dog licensed in Costa Mesa 
and supports a higher fee.  Spoke on providing a suggestion box at the park for 
feedback and is in support of limiting access to three dogs due to control issues. 
 
Commission Harper spoke in support of restricting access to the park to three dogs as it 
is a control issue.  
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Moved/Second:  Commissioner de Arakal/Vice Chairman Eckles 
The motion carried by the following roll call vote: 
Ayes:  Chairman Pederson, Vice Chairman Brett Eckles, Commissioner de Arakal, 
Commissioner Graham, Commissioner Harper 
Nays:  None 
Motion carried:  5-0 
 

Action:  The Parks and Recreation Commission approved the following guidelines as 
proposed in the staff report: 
 
• Weight limit for dogs in the small Bark Park area set at less than 30 lbs.   
• Requirement for dogs to be at least six (6) months of age to enter the Bark Park 

area. 
• All individuals, including dog sitters, dog walkers and dog trainers are restricted to 

no more than three (3) dogs per patron. 
• Requirement for proof of vaccinations, dog license, and spay/neuter for all dogs 

entering the park. 
• Dogs must wear licensed tag while in the park. 
• Dog sitters, dog walkers and dog trainers must obtain a City of Costa Mesa 

business license to operate inside of the park. 
 

The Commission also recommended the City Council consider amending Municipal 
Code Section 3-107(c), to include a license fee to be charged for non-residents; 
consider amending Municipal Code Section 3-14 (which allows no more than five (5) 
animals over the age of four (4) months on any premises) to be consistent with allowing 
no more than three (3) dogs per patron to enter the dog park and be at least six (6) 
months of age to enter the park; and consider amending Municipal Code Section 
3-102(b) regarding any dog which cannot be spayed or neutered for health reasons to 
be allowed entry into the park. 

 
The Commission is also supportive of installation of a key fob entry system; and is in 
support of a program to ensure licensure of dogs and to collect fees. 
    
9. Recreation Manager’s Report – Mr. Karlen thanked Justin Martin, Recreation 

Supervisor and the Cultural Arts Committee for the successful ArtVenture event; 
spoke on a new site for the Rocks program at Rea Elementary, stated the Park and 
Recreation brochure will be mailed next week and staff is finishing the audits for 
youth sports teams; 
 

10. Commissioner Comments 
 

Commissioner de Arakal reported on the school district liaison meeting stating the 
dialog is healthy and productive as addressing the Balearic Center appraisal, Hammet 
sports field turf update; Rocks program at Rea Elementary; and the need for permanent 
lighting throughout the city; and wished all a Happy Thanksgiving. 

 
Vice Chairman Eckles thanked citizens for attending the meeting and for their 
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participation; spoke on the Costa Mesa United annual golf tourney fundraiser on 
Monday January 18, 2016 and wish all a Happy Thanksgiving and Merry Christmas 
 
Commissioner Harper spoke on water restrictions and watering is now restricted to one 
day a week; requested for staff to agendize a dog licensing collection program. 
 
Commissioner Graham spoke on better strategies for watering; requested for staff to 
agendize more swings at small parks and four step Frisbee and wished all a Happy 
Holidays and Happy Thanksgiving. 
 
Chair Pederson spoke on water restrictions and fees and thanked Costa Mesa United 
for their efforts.  
 
10. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned by Chair Pederson at 7:54 p.m. 
 

 

 

_____________________________    
Submitted by Travis Karlen    
Recreation Manager      

 


