PARKS AND RECREATION
COMMISSION AGENDA REPORT

MEETING DATE: MAY 26, 2016 ITEM NUMBER: 1 Od

SUBJECT: PROPOSED LANDSCAPE PALETTE FOR ARLINGTON DRIVE
DATE: MAY 13, 2016

FROM: PUBLIC SERVICES DEPARTMENT/ENGINEERING DIVISION
PRESENTATION BY: BALTAZAR MEJIA, ACTING CITY ENGINEER

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: BALTAZAR MEJIA, 714-754-5335

RECOMMENDATION:

1) Approve the removal of 118 trees growing in the parkway along the south side of Arlington
Drive between Fairview Road and Newport Boulevard.

2) Approve planting plan and palette for the proposed landscape improvements along the
south side of Arlington Drive between Fairview Road and Newport Boulevard.

BACKGROUND:

The existing drainage swale and planting along the south side of Arlington Drive between
Fairview Road and Newport Boulevard are deteriorated and not functioning at full capacity. The
Arlington Drive Bioswale and Dry Weather Diversion Project will construct roadway
improvements, a new colored concrete multipurpose trail, underground storm drain system, a
vegetated bioswale and roadside beautification (Attachment 1).

ANALYSIS:

A public meeting was held on Thursday, January 21, 2016 to discuss the proposed
improvements to Arlington Drive. Over 750 notices were mailed to neighboring residents,
schools and businesses in the surrounding area. A copy of the notice was also posted on the
City's website. Approximately 15 people attended the meeting and provided input. The City's
consultant and staff presented the scope of the project at the public meeting and based on the
comments gathered, the attached plant palette (Attachment 2) is being submitted for approval.

The bioswale drainage system will be landscaped with drought tolerant plant material to provide
erosion control and pollutant filtration. Boulders will be placed along the bioswale to give the
natural appearance of a stream bed. A special bio retention soil mix will be utilized to retain
water for use by the l[andscaping. The buffering and screening tree and plant material used will
be California native and drought tolerant.

The proposed landscape watering system utilizes new, state-of-the-art drip irrigation and
bubblers. It is designed to deliver the required amount of water to specific plant species using
locally recycled resources.



The multipurpose trail will be colored concrete 8 to 10 feet wide. By meandering the
multipurpose trail with the bioswale drainage system, an environment of interest and pleasure is
created.

In order to accommodate the bioswale and multipurpose trail, the existing trees along Arlington
Drive will need to be removed and replaced with new, native, lower maintenance trees at
planned locations. An Arborist has evaluated the existing trees and provided a report of their
overall conditions (Attachment 3). A total of 118 trees will need to be removed due to heaith and
safety conditions as described in Section 4.0.1 of the City’s Streetscape and Median
Development Standards. Given the close proximity and in cases direct conflict between the
multipurpose trail, the existing trees present a constructability issue as well as a potential risk of
falling limbs with injury and liability to the public.

The existing trees will be replaced with approximately 160 new trees and native, drought
tolerant plant material. The project does not have the real estate to accommodate a 3:1
replanting to removal ratio, however, the City plants a great number of trees for its various
projects, including 3,773 trees at Fairview Park as part of the Wetlands and Riparian Habitat
Project without the removal of any trees. This plan has been coordinated, reviewed and
approved by the adjacent property owner, the Orange County Fair and Event Center.

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED:

Analyzing the narrow site alignment and required widths of the multipurpose trail, bioswale, and
buffer zone between the roadway and the multipurpose trail, the majority of existing trees either
conflict with the project improvements or pose an adjacent health and safety concern. Therefore,
there are no feasible alternatives. The proposed plan replaces the existing Eucalyptus varieties
with ornamental trees in character with the design elements.

FISCAL REVIEW:

Public Services staff captured a $1.69 million dollar grant from OCTA for this project. The OC Fair
and Event Center Board agreed to contribute $1 million dollar towards the project and the City has
set aside $910,000.00 through the adopted FY 2014-2015 Budget.

LEGAL REVIEW:

There is no legal review required for this item.

CONCLUSION:

Staff recommend that the Commission approve the removal of the existing trees and
implementation of the proposed planting plan and palette for the south side of Arlington Drive
between Fairview Road and Newport Boulevard.

n

ERNESTO MUNOZ / BALTAZARANIEJIA
Public Service;s'?;éctor Acting City Engineer



Attachments:

Distribution:

1 - Landscaping Plan for Arlington Drive
2 - Plant Palette for Arlington Drive
3 — Arborist's Report of Existing Trees

Chief Executive Officer
Assistant Chief Executive Officer
Staff
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