PARKS AND RECREATION
COMMISSION AGENDA REPORT

MEETING DATE: JUNE 23, 2016 iTem NUMBER: 10b

SUBJECT: PROPOSED LANDSCAPE PALETTE FOR FIRE STATION NO. 1
DATE: JUNE 10, 2016

FROM: PUBLIC SERVICES DEPARTMENT/ENGINEERING DIVISION
PRESENTATION BY: BALTAZAR MEJIA, ACTING CITY ENGINEER

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: BALTAZAR MEJIA, 714-754-5335

RECOMMENDATION:

1) Approve the removal of 16 trees growing on-site at Fire Station No. 1 located at 2803
Royal Palm Drive.

2) Approve planting plan and palette for the proposed landscape improvements at Fire
Station No. 1.

BACKGROUND:

The City is preparing plans for the reconstruction of Fire Station No. 1. The station was
originally built in 1961 and is currently experiencing foundation settlement issues which are
causing structural damage. The station is not built to current building codes and standards and
does not provide efficient accommodations for both male and female firefighters. The Public
Services Department, in coordination with the Fire Department, is working with WLC Architects
to prepare the construction documents for a new, state-of-the-art fire station and a landscape
plan that is in character with the new design elements.

ANALYSIS:

A public meeting was held on Monday, November 16, 2015 to discuss the proposed
improvements to Fire Station No. 1. Over 300 notices were mailed to neighboring residents and
businesses in the surrounding area. A copy of the notice was also posted on the City’s website.
Approximately 20 people attended the meeting and provided input. The City’s consultant and
staff presented the scope of the project at the public meeting and based on the comments
gathered, the attached plant palette is being submitted for approval (Attachment 1).

The landscape design for the site uses several sustainable design materials in addition to
drought tolerant plants. These materials include decomposed granite, rock cobble and
decorative boulders. By incorporating these materials as well as low water, low maintenance
plants, the site landscape will require minimal upkeep and will demonstrate environmental
stewardship. The site will serve as an example to the community of the landscaping
possibilities inherent in drought tolerant, low maintenance design using sustainable, attractive
plant palates. The proposed landscape watering system will utilize new, state-of-the-art drip
irrigation and bubblers designed to deliver the required amount of water to specific plant species.



fos

In order to accommodate the reconstruction of the fire station, the existing trees on the site will
need to be removed and replaced with new, native, lower maintenance trees at planned
locations. An Arborist has evaluated the existing trees and provided a report of their overall
conditions (Attachment 2). A total of 16 trees will need to be removed due to health and safety
conditions as described in Section 4.0.1 of the City’s Streetscape and Median Development
Standards. Given the close proximity and in cases direct conflict with the new fire station, the
existing trees present a constructability issue, as well as a health hazard to the remaining trees.

The 16 trees earmarked will be replaced with approximately 24 new trees and native, drought
tolerant plant material. The project does not have the required square footage to accommodate
a 3:1 replanting to removal ratio, however, the City plants a great number of trees for its various
projects as exemplified by the planting of 3,773 trees at Fairview Park as part of the Wetlands
and Riparian Habitat Project with no removal of any trees.

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED:

Analyzing the site geometry and considering the requirements of the Fire Department Deployment
Model, the majority of existing trees either conflict with the project improvements or pose an
adjacent health and safety concern. Therefore, there are no feasible alternatives. The proposed
plan replaces the existing tree varieties with ornamental trees in character with the design
elements.

FISCAL REVIEW:

In Fiscal Year 2015-2016, City Council allocated $1,676,201.00 of Capital Facility Funds towards
the design and construction of Fire Station No. 1.

LEGAL REVIEW:

There is no legal review required for this item.

CONCLUSION:

Staff recommend that the Commission approve the removal of the existing trees and
implementation of the proposed planting plan and palette for Fire Station No. 1.

JAMESROSS BALTAZARANEJIA
In ublic Services Director Acting City Engineer

Attachments: 1 - Landscaping Plan and Palette for Fire Station No. 1
2 - Arborist’'s Report of Existing Trees

Distribution: Chief Executive Officer
Assistant Chief Executive Officer
Staff
File
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