






























































































































































































































































































































































































































             PH-3 

To: the  Costa Mesa Planning Commission  

From: Rev. Julie Elkins, Pastor at 1st United Methodist Church of Costa Mesa 

Regarding: Hearing for Saddleback Church, application No. PA-14-25 

In regards to the Saddleback church starting a satellite church at 1901 Newport,  I have had 
conversations with the pastors from Saddleback, I have talked with the property managers of 1901 
Newport, the people from Turnip Rose and the City Planning Commission, and some of my concerns 
have been addressed by these conversations. However, I wanted to write to share these concerns with all 
of the planning commission so that they might be on record during the hearing. 

1) I am most concerned with the traffic and traffic flow issues that will happen, especially on 
Sunday mornings. From what I have read and what I have been told, there is going to be 
approximately 197 cars entering and exiting within a 20 minute time span between services. The 
times have been changed so that they are not directly conflicting with our services, however, we 
are an older church with older congregation members, I am concerned that they will be afraid to 
drive to church with the amount of cars and that would effectively diminish our church going 
crowd substantially. I am also concerned about the traffic and putting that many more cars into 
one of the busiest intersections in all of Orange County in a small window of time. 

2) The one and only entrance and exit to the property, 1901 Newport,  is adjacent to 1st United 
Methodist Church’s  only entrance and is actually set back by approximately 20 feet with a 
hedge between the two. The people turning right out of 1901 exit are looking towards Newport 
Blvd and are blocked from seeing the people exiting from our parking lot. It is a huge safety 
issue now and it will only become worse when there are more cars trying to exit at the same 
time. The people from Saddleback have said they would have someone stationed there to help, 
yet it still is a concern that I feel must be addressed in the hearing. 

3) Parking is always an issue in the area being discussed. The church has been at that location (420 
W. 19th St.) since 1928.  Parking was not an issue then. As the city grew around the church, the 
church was always assured that we would not have to worry about parking, “we would be taken 
care of.”  At one time, there was a city parking lot across the street (where The Triangle is now) 
that the church paid to have repaved twice as good stewards. Again, all of this was done with 
handshakes and verbal agreements, many of which the church still has now. I am concerned with 
the parking issues going forward for all of the tenants of the area and the amount of people that 
are parking. Some of the times that Saddleback has listed may impact not only us but also The 
Triangle and other tenants already established at 1901 including Turnip Rose. 

These are just a few of our concerns from the 1st United Methodist Church of Costa Mesa. As I stated 
earlier I have talked with all of the parties and know whatever decision is made that we can continue to 
all work together to make it safe and functional. Thank you for all of the work you do on the city’s 
behalf. 

Rev. Julie Elkins 
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