
NOTE: THIS PUBLIC HEARING ITEM WILL BE CONTINUED TO NOVEMBER 21, 
2016. NO ACTION WILL BE TAKEN ON NOVEMBER 14, 2016.































































































































































































































































































































City 440 fair Nov 13 16 

Re: the 28-unit housing project proposed for 440 Fair Drive. 

To Staff, Planning Commission, and City Council: 

With the numerous rezones, variances, and special definitions regarding this project: 

1. It is wrong both in actual, immediate application and as a precedent for the whole city to

allow entrance to higher-density zoning, and especially to a high-density development

through an Rl residential zone. This single wrong start is detrimental to privacy, traffic, and

parking availability, and makes all the other intrusions and variances requested for this

project even more unacceptable.

a. The fact that this project, 440 Fair, is, and has always been accessible through a more­

traveled thoroughfare make this intrusion into the local neighborhood unnecessary and

unacceptable. No matter what excuses have been provided, the fact remains that

access could easily be maintained through an entrance on Fair Drive.

2. The guest parking allowance for 28 units of only 5 spaces is completely unrealistic, allowing

insufficient parking for even such regular occurrences as birthday parties, Super-Bowl viewings,

and Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners.

The inadequate "solution" is to send the unfortunate guests out searching through previously 

quiet and open streets as more and more streets are deservedly labeled, "Resident permit 

only," and where streets are not yet reserved for residents, there is often no available parking at 

all. There is no excuse for continuing to perpetuate the mythical "sufficient parking" 

allowances. 

a. A personal note: When driving to visit a friend on the Westside, I encountered a new

housing project where I expected to turn left. I had to drive for four blocks before I

could even find an open place to pull over and look at my map. When I got to my

address, there was no place to park. This was in a neighborhood of modest houses­

punctuated by the type of development proposed for 440 Fair. Where this type of

development has not yet intruded, parking is still available.

3. Height: Three- and four-story houses do not fit in with the neighborhood character of mostly

one-story houses on generous lots.

4. Destruction of trees: There is absolutely no excuse for chopping down mature trees in order for

a developer to squeeze in more units. Costa Mesa rightfully values and protects its trees.

Residents often have to beg to have a tree removed that is damaging sidewalks and plumbing

and otherwise creating what the residents see as a serious nuisance. Many of these concerns

are rejected, and often rightly so. It is totally inappropriate to give as a gift to a developer all

these trees which provide shade and character to the street- and all at the same time that the

city is planting parkway trees. That is simply a gift of city resources to a developer.

5. Preservation of the aquifer: Given our perennial drought conditions, water districts have gone

out of their way to encourage homeowners to replace their turf with drought-resistant water-
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