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Agenda


 

What is a Vision?


 

Purpose of General Plan Vision and General 
Plan Samples


 

How Costa Mesa Developed this Vision?


 

Proposed Draft Vision
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What is a Vision?


 

Long-term, aspiration describing what city would 
like to achieve


 

Guides choosing courses of action


 

Typically determined through interactive public 
process designed to build consensus about 
community’s common future
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Purpose of General Plan  
Vision?

General Plan Samples
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Costa Mesa General Plan Vision


 

Establishes General Plan’s purpose, 
provides foundation for goals and policies


 

Defines and envisions future development 
in Costa Mesa


 

Offers guidance to decision makers and 
staff in the decision making process
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General Plan Vision Samples


 

Newport Beach
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General Plan Vision Samples


 

Anaheim
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General Plan Vision Samples


 

Orange
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General Plan Vision Samples


 

Mountain View
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General Plan Vision Samples


 

Chula Vista
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General Plan Vision Samples


 

Arcadia
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General Plan Vision Samples


 

Ventura
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How Costa Mesa Developed 
this Vision?
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Community Workshops
June 19, 2013


 
Community’s vision interpretation

Small Group 
Discussions
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Community Workshops

August 21, 2013


 
Visual preference survey

Questions 
and Answers

Introductory 
Session
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Community Workshops
September 12, 2013


 
Support or not to support 
preliminary draft vision 
statements

12 Vision 
Statements
Discussed 
and Voted  On
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Draft Vision Statement

Six statements focusing on:


 

Land Use and Mobility


 
Housing


 

Economy


 
Open Space


 

Culture


 
Transportation
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Costa Mesa: 
A Vision for Land Use and Mobility
Costa Mesa is a vibrant community of diverse and 
distinctive neighborhoods. We pride ourselves with having 
businesses, institutions and commercial districts of regional 
and international renown, and wonderful parks and open 
spaces that respond to our many needs. We embrace the 
founding principles that established our community as a 
great place to live and own a business, with a readiness to 
anticipate and adapt to regional influences that will move 
Costa Mesa in positive directions. The City will change over 
time, but will do so in a manner that ensures that new 
development is economically and environmentally 
sustainable, and is compatible in scale and character with 
our neighborhoods.
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Housing Our Residents
We pride ourselves in being inclusive, multi-generational, 
and economically and culturally diverse. Our 
neighborhoods reflect this diversity, both in terms of the 
range of available housing types and household 
composition. From single-family homes to apartments to 
live/work units, residents have many choices of creative 
living spaces. We aim to preserve this diversity and 
increase homeownership opportunities throughout the City.
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Sustaining Our Economy

We foster conditions that support a modern and diverse 
economy—one that retains and attracts new businesses 
and industries, cultivates innovation, supports our tax base, 
establishes employment for all skills and educational levels, 
and sustains the ability of the City to provide high-quality 
services. A healthy economy means a healthy community. 
We promote an entrepreneurial spirit and ensure a 
business-friendly culture that strengthens both locally 
based businesses and national/international enterprises. 
Costa Mesa’s reputation as a well-known shopping 
destination represents just one part of our economic base. 
The industrial districts and urban-scale office complexes 
provide places where investment and creativity thrive. 
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Providing Great Open Spaces
Costa Mesa recognizes that parks and open spaces 
contribute to the good physical and mental health of our 
residents, and to the health of ecosystems and the 
environment. We are committed to providing open spaces 
for residents in all life stages. We will maintain our 
established parks to serve the purposes they were 
originally intended and provide for flexible new gathering 
spaces to meet our evolving needs. Natural open spaces 
will be retained so they can continue to provide valuable 
functions as habitat resource conservation/protection, and 
places of education.
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Celebrating Cultural Life

Costa Mesa is a City of the Arts; we are the “place” to 
experience and enjoy visual and performing arts and 
cultural events. The City supports intellectual and artistic 
creativity, and cultivates cultural enrichment and lifelong 
learning.
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Moving In and Around the City

Pedestrian, bicycle and transit connectivity are as important 
as vehicular travel. New developments, public spaces and 
improvements to existing roadways will be designed to 
accommodate non-motorized transportation and transit 
needs, in addition to meeting automobile traffic 
requirements.

Manage local and regional travel needs by constructing 
improvements for all modes of circulation, adopting land use 
intensities commensurate with planned circulation 
improvements and implementing a traffic demand 
management program for large developments.
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questions/comments
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