
City of Costa Mesa Counter Proposal to the Costa Mesa Firefighters Association 
December 21, 2019 

In Response to the Association’s proposals set forth in its draft side letter from August 2019, the 
City offers the following counter offer. 

1. The Parties agree to modify the FLSA work period from 28 to 14 days effective on the last 

day of an upcoming and agreed upon 28-day work period. 

2. The Parties agree to extend the current MOU to expire exactly three (3) years after the 

expiration of the current MOU, extending the expiration date from June 30, 2021 to June 

30, 2024. 

3. The Parties agree to modify Article 12 of the parties’ MOU as follows: 

ARTICLE 12 - STAFFING LEVELS AND WORK SCHEDULE 

12.1      STAFFING  -    The City agrees to daily constant staffing of a minimum of 26 employees in the combined 
classifications of Firefighter, Fire Engineer, and Fire Captain.   

While the City intends to staff each apparatus with a sufficient number of employees to assure the safety of employees 
and the public, the City retains the discretion to determine the staffing of each type of apparatus staffed by Costa Mesa 
Fire and Rescue.  

12.2 Exceptions to Staffing Model: 

The City may deviate from the staffing model set forth in 12.1 for the reasons set forth in this section 12.2.  First, the 
City may deviate from the staffing model set forth in 12.1 if there is a declaration of a fiscal emergency by the City 
Council.  Second, the City need not fill an unexpected vacancy (e.g., sick leave, unexpected injury leave, employees 
being sent out on a strike team deployment or regional and statewide emergency incidents) that occurs within a 72-
hour timeframe, including on a particular shift during that shift.  Finally, the City need not fill an expected vacancy 
(e.g., an employee in paramedic school, proctoring a test, or training) of twelve (12) hours or less.  

4. The City is open to modifications to current Article 10.3 to modify the force hire provisions 

but would like further dialogue with the Association. 








