
MEASURE Q & YOU: WHAT MEASURE Q MEANS FOR COSTA MESA

For additional information on Measure Q, the Costa Mesa Retail Cannabis Tax and Regulation Measure,
please visit the City’s website at www.CostaMesaMeasureQ.com.

On November 3, 2020, Costa Mesa voters will have the opportunity to vote on Measure Q, the Costa Mesa Retail Cannabis Tax and 
Regulation Measure. If approved by a majority of Costa Mesa voters, Measure Q would help ensure funding for core public services. 
Measure Q would allow the City to develop rules for cannabis storefront dispensaries and non-storefront delivery services that work 
best for Costa Mesa and enact a gross receipts tax on recreational cannabis sales, from four-to-seven percent, which could generate 
up to $3 million annually to support local 911 emergency response, public safety and essential services.

Funds from Measure Q would be available to support essential city services including:
• 911 emergency response
• Fire and Police services
• Emergency operations and disaster preparedness
• Homeless and housing services
• Road and infrastructure maintenance
• Small business support
• Parks, recreation and open spaces

CANNABIS RULES & REGULATIONS UNDER MEASURE Q
In 2016, Costa Mesa voters approved Measure X, which allowed certain non-retail cannabis-uses (i.e. manufacturing and distribution) 
in one industrially zoned area of the City (the “Green Zone”). Measure Q would allow the City to permit legal cannabis sales and delivery 
in Costa Mesa with strict regulations. The regulations on cannabis retail uses must include restricting dispensaries and delivery uses 
to commercially-zoned properties, and to the Green Zone for delivery uses only. Retail cannabis uses would be prohibited from being 
located within 1,000 feet of schools, playgrounds, child care centers or homeless shelters. Storefronts would be required to utilize 
exterior building lighting, video monitoring, and security guards to ensure the safety of Costa Mesa residents.

MEASURE Q REVENUE

The City of Costa Mesa is facing revenue shortfalls due to the financial impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. Without additional funding, 
the City may be forced to make cuts to local services, including 911 emergency response, road repairs, and support for small businesses 
and other core services. Measure Q would allow for a gross receipts tax to be levied on those retailers who are selling cannabis in 
or from the City. All funds generated would remain under local control and for the exclusive benefit of the Costa Mesa community. 
Measure Q contains tough fiscal accountability requirements, including annual independent financial audits and public disclosure of 
all funds to ensure full transparency.

The City of Costa Mesa proudly provides an abundance of programs and services to its residents, including public safety, parks
and recreation programs, youth and senior services. The City’s dedicated leaders and staff are continuously working to
improve residents’ quality of life by keeping the City safe and clean, cementing Costa Mesa as the ideal place to live, raise a
family, and run a business for generations to come. 

Like many cities across the country, Costa Mesa has been significantly impacted by the worldwide coronavirus pandemic
(COVID-19), which has impacted the City’s short- and long-term finances. The fiscal effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on Costa
Mesa have resulted in a projected $29.8 million shortfall. 

While the City was able to adopt a budget that addressed the projected shortfalls for the current year, future revenues are
uncertain. The City is looking at options to offset these revenue losses, and securing the City’s financial future in order to
continue to provide the high-quality services residents deserve and depend on. If passed by a majority of voters, revenue from
Measure Q could be used to preserve these services that strengthen our community and keep Costa Mesa an idyllic
destination for families and visitors alike.

The up to $3 million in new funding from Measure Q would help the City to address serious maintenance needs, including
keeping our community and open spaces clean and well-preserved, and better address the homelessness epidemic.

By maintaining critical public safety and community services, we’ll preserve our quality of life that is needed to attract and
retain the local businesses that are the backbone of our economy, keeping jobs local and our community employed. 

If Measure Q is passed by a majority of Costa Mesa voters, all funds generated will remain under local control and for the
benefit of the Costa Mesa community. 

If approved by voters, all generated revenue would go solely to the City for services residents and businesses rely on every
day. Transparency and accountability are an important part of this measure. It requires annual independent financial audits,
and public disclosure of all funds.

For additional information on Measure Q, the Retail Cannabis Tax and Regulation Measure, please visit our website
www.CostaMesaMeasureQ.com.  
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USTED Y LA MEDIDA Q: QUE SIGNIFICA LA MEDIDA Q PARA COSTA MESA

Para información adicional sobre la Medida Q, la medida de regulación e impuestos para la venta de cannabis, de la 
Ciudad de Costa Mesa, favor de visitar el sitio web de la Ciudad www.CostaMesaMeasureQ.com

El 3 de noviembre, 2020, los votantes de Costa Mesa tendrán la oportunidad de votar por la Medida Q–la medida de regulación e impuestos para la 
venta de cannabis de la Ciudad de Costa Mesa. Si fuera aprobada por la mayoría de los votantes de Costa Mesa, la Medida Q ayudaría a asegurar 
el futuro financiero de la Ciudad de Costa Mesa. La Medida Q permitirá que la Ciudad instituya regulaciones sobre dispensarios de cannabis de 
frentes comerciales y de servicios de entrega no-frentes de comercios para mejor servir los residentes de Costa Mesa y promulgar un impuesto de 
los ingresos brutos en las ventas al por menor del uso adulto (recreativo) de cannabis, del cuatro al siete por ciento, lo cual pudría generar hasta 
$3 millones anuales para el apoyo de la seguridad pública y los servicios esenciales de la Ciudad.

Fondos de la Medida Q serán accesibles para el apoyo a servicios esenciales de la Ciudad, incluyendo:
• Respuesta de emergencia de 911
• Servicios de bomberos y policía
• Operaciones de emergencias y preparaciones de desastres
• Servicios de indigencia y vivienda
• Mantenimiento de calles e infraestructura
• Apoyo a negocios pequeños
• Parques, recreación y espacios libres

REGLAS Y REGULACIONES DE CANNABIS BAJO LA MEDIDA Q

En 2016, los votantes de Costa Mesa aprobaron la Medida X, cual permitió ciertos usos de cannabis menos la venta (es decir, la manifactura y 
distribución) en una zona industrial de la Ciudad (la “Zona Verde”). La Medida Q permitiría a la Ciudad autorizar la venta legal de cannabis en 
Costa Mesa con regulaciones estrictas. Las regulaciones sobre la venta al por menor de cannabis deben incluir una restricción de los usos de
dispensarios y entrega a propiedades con zonificación comercial y en la Zona Verde donde se permite la entrega solamente. Se prohibiría que 
la venta al por menor y entrega de cannabis se encuentren a menos de 1,000 pies de escuelas, patios de recreo, centros de cuidado infantil o 
refugios de indigentes. Se requeriría que los dispensarios utilicen iluminación exterior del edificio, videovigilancia y guardias de seguridad para 
garantizar la seguridad de los residentes de Costa Mesa.

INGRESOS DE LA MEDIDA Q

La Ciudad de Costa Mesa enfrenta importantes déficits de ingresos debido a los impactos financieros de la pandemia del COVID-19. Sin fondos 
adicionales, la Ciudad puede verse obligada a hacer recortes a servicios locales, incluyendo la respuesta de emergencia del 911, reparaciones 
de carreteras, apoyo paranegocios pequeños y otros servicios básicos. La Medida Q permitiría un impuesto sobre los ingresos brutos, lo cual se 
aplicaría a los dispensarios que venden cannabis en o fuera de la Ciudad. Todos los fondos generados se quedarían bajo el control local y para 
el beneficio exclusivo de la comunidad de Costa Mesa. Medida Q contiene estrictos requisitos de responsabilidad fiscal que exige auditorías 
financieras independientes anuales y la divulgación pública de todos los fondos para garantizar la transparencia total.

CIUDAD DE COSTA MESA 
LA MEDIDA DE 
REGULACIÓN E 
IMPUESTOS PARA LA 
VENTA DE CANNABIS

The City of Costa Mesa proudly provides an abundance of programs and services to its residents, including public safety, parks
and recreation programs, youth and senior services. The City’s dedicated leaders and staff are continuously working to
improve residents’ quality of life by keeping the City safe and clean, cementing Costa Mesa as the ideal place to live, raise a
family, and run a business for generations to come. 

Like many cities across the country, Costa Mesa has been significantly impacted by the worldwide coronavirus pandemic
(COVID-19), which has impacted the City’s short- and long-term finances. The fiscal effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on Costa
Mesa have resulted in a projected $29.8 million shortfall. 

While the City was able to adopt a budget that addressed the projected shortfalls for the current year, future revenues are
uncertain. The City is looking at options to offset these revenue losses, and securing the City’s financial future in order to
continue to provide the high-quality services residents deserve and depend on. If passed by a majority of voters, revenue from
Measure Q could be used to preserve these services that strengthen our community and keep Costa Mesa an idyllic
destination for families and visitors alike.

The up to $3 million in new funding from Measure Q would help the City to address serious maintenance needs, including
keeping our community and open spaces clean and well-preserved, and better address the homelessness epidemic.

By maintaining critical public safety and community services, we’ll preserve our quality of life that is needed to attract and
retain the local businesses that are the backbone of our economy, keeping jobs local and our community employed. 

If Measure Q is passed by a majority of Costa Mesa voters, all funds generated will remain under local control and for the
benefit of the Costa Mesa community. 

If approved by voters, all generated revenue would go solely to the City for services residents and businesses rely on every
day. Transparency and accountability are an important part of this measure. It requires annual independent financial audits,
and public disclosure of all funds.

For additional information on Measure Q, the Retail Cannabis Tax and Regulation Measure, please visit our website
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