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From: REYNOLDS, ARLIS  
Sent: Monday, April 12, 2021 11:14 PM 
To: Noah Arundel <noaharundel@gmail.com> 
Cc: D'AGOSTA, CYNTHIA <CYNTHIA.DAGOSTA@costamesaca.gov> 
Subject: Re: Illegal to fly a model airplane in the city of Costa Mesa!?! 

Noah,  
Thank you for your email. The current restrictions are related an ongoing discussion about the city’s contract with the 
Harbor Soaring Society and implications of Measure AA on appropriate activities at Fairview Park.  These discussions 
were delayed by COVID-19, but are back on track – and the Fairview Park Steering Committee is discussing this topic in 
its meeting on Wednesday this week.  Here is the link to the agenda: 
https://www.costamesaca.gov/Home/ShowDocument?id=47449

I encourage you to share your comment at that meeting – you’ll have a chance to speak for two minutes in the “Public 
Comments” section at the beginning of the meeting. 

I’ve also cc’d our Fairiview Park Administrator, who can provide you additional information or share  

Thank you,  
Arlis 

Arlis Reynolds (she/her/hers) 
Costa Mesa City Council, District 5 
arlis.reynolds@costamesaca.gov
714-853-2374 | @arlis4costamesa   

From: Noah Arundel <noaharundel@gmail.com> 
Date: Monday, April 12, 2021 at 5:07 PM 
To: "CHAVEZ, MANUEL" <MANUEL.CHAVEZ@costamesaca.gov>, "GAMEROS, LOREN" 
<LGAMEROS@costamesaca.gov>, "HARLAN, JEFFREY" <JEFFREY.HARLAN@costamesaca.gov>, "HARPER, DON" 
<DON.HARPER@costamesaca.gov>, "REYNOLDS, ARLIS" <ARLIS.REYNOLDS@costamesaca.gov> 
Subject: Illegal to fly a model airplane in the city of Costa Mesa!?! 

Dear Coucel Member, 

A few weeks ago I received an electric model airplane for my birthday.  This morning I excitedly took it to Fairview Park 
to fly it for the first time only to discover, due to posted signs that it is now illegal to fly a model airplane anywhere in 
the city of Costa Mesa.  This blew my mind.  Upon further research I learned the city was already requiring people to 
have a city issued permit to fly a totally silent, styrofoam model airplane the 3ft wide by 2ft long.  

I don't even know how to express my disappointment in the city for these ordinances without sounding 
condescending.  I read through a lot of the related postings on the cities website about this topic and my reacation is 
massive disappointment in the city.  The idea that a kid or an adult can't fly a silent, electric RC plane in any city park, let 
alone one designated for this purpose defies logic and I hate to say it basic taxpayer rights.  Why do we have public 
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spaces?  What is an open space like a park for if not all sorts of reasonable activities? Is the only purpose of Fairview 
park for people to have a quiet picnic?  How do I get the things I don't like, like people walking their dogs in public 
banned? Again, people owning dogs carries much more liability than a 3lb foam plane crashing in a designated flying 
zone. 

We live in a world that is constantly shrinking because of over regulation, fear of liability, lack of personal responsibility, 
NIMBYism, and so many more restrictions.  I am humbly urging you to return a little freedom and common sense to the 
city and drop all restrictions on flying model airplanes at the Fairview park.  If individuals violate FAA regulations or 
injure somebody let them deal with the consequences directly. 

Best Regards, 

 Noah Arundel 
424-283-0172 
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From: Priscilla Rocco [mailto:dementedgardensprite@gmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, April 14, 2021 10:12 AM 
To: D'AGOSTA, CYNTHIA <CYNTHIA.DAGOSTA@costamesaca.gov> 
Subject: Airplanes in Fairview Park - April 14th Meeting 

Committee Members, 

Fairview Park is supposed to provide a respite from the noise and 
development in the city.  Walking among the native plants and 
animals, and watching the birds soar overhead is a balm to the 
soul.  It is difficult to enjoy a nature walk in an unspoilt area with the 
noise of planes going over - small or large.  When I bought my 
house 30 years ago I enjoyed working in the garden, listening to the 
birds.  Now that they've changed the flight paths and helicopters 
are used so rich people can bypass the freeways, there are aircraft 
strafing my home night and day.  Most days I can't hear the radio, 
let alone the birds.   

Study after study shows how constant noise pollution is detrimental 
to health and well being.  Humans are supposed to use this park 
passively.  We should not be interfering with the animals who live 
there, some of which are endangered, so humans can play with 
loud machines.  Never has anyone anywhere ever said, I need to 
de-stress, I think I'll go for a walk under an airport. 

Priscilla Rocco       
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