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August 27, 2013 – Meeting with BIA  
  
The meeting was attended by 15 residents and the BIA representative (Mike Balsamo 
and Victor Cao).  
 
This meeting was a follow up of a meeting held on May 29, 2013 with BIA. On August 
19, 2013, the BIA submitted a letter to the City Council stating the position of their 
membership with regards to desirable residential densities for Costa Mesa (attachment). 
 
Mr. Balsamo stated the objectives of the letter and provided information on what other 
Orange County cities were doing to address population growth and housing needs in 
the region. He referred to the following points to be considered in development of the 
Genera Plan policies: 
 

 No change alternative for Costa Mesa is not competitive in the current market 
conditions of Orange County. 

 Senior Housing and infill housing are inevitable for the future of Costa Mesa. 
 General Plan policies should address the change in population and housing 

needs. For example, new rental housing is not the same as what is currently in 
Costa Mesa. The apartment complexes are provided with modern amenities, in 
proximity to transit and freeways and are very popular with the young 
professionals.  

 
The following issues were noted by the attendees and discussed: 

 
 Infrastructure Improvements - there are benefits to new development, such as 

improved infrastructure in the roadways, undergrounding utilities, etc.  
 Homeownership vs. rental development– new development should promote 

homeownership and support site designs that do not convert to rental units in 
near future. In addition, the new housing on the Westside will increase property 
values and make the area unaffordable to most families.  

 Infill development – infill residential should be compatible with the surrounding 
properties and include adequate on-site guest parking so that the street parking 
is not impacted.  Developers need to improve their outreach with the adjoining 
communities and addressing their concerns. There needs to be adequate 
infrastructure to address new development at higher densities.  

 Consolidation of Parcels – this is not offered by builders and the propose projects 
are on isolated parcels and do not improve the neighborhoods.  

 Small Business Operation – this is vital to Costa Mesa and the residents for 
job/housing balance.  

 Preservation of Eclectic Neighborhoods – city policies should address 
preservation of eclectic neighborhoods.   
 


