Impartial Analysis by City Attorney of Measure EE, City of Costa Mesa

This measure seeks voter approval of Ordinance 16-05, which would amend the City’s method and
manner of electing members to the Costa Mesa City Council commencing in November 2018.

The City of Costa Mesa, as a general law city, currently has 5 City Council members elected by all
City voters to terms of four years each, staggered so that 3 are elected one election year and 2 are
elected in the next. The Mayor is selected every two years by members of the City Council.

The proposed measure was placed on the ballot by the City Council as part of a settlement agreement
with plaintiffs who asserted that Costa Mesa’s current at-large system violated the California Voting
Rights Act. The measure would change this system to “district-based elections,” a method of electing
members to the City Council by voters residing within that district and the Mayor elected by voters
citywide.

Under the proposed ordinance, the City would be divided into 6 geographic districts, as shown on the
attached map, equal in population according to the latest federal decennial census. All Council
Members elected by-district would serve a four-year term for a maximum of two consecutive terms.
The Mayor elected by voters citywide (as opposed to the current system, where the Mayor is selected
by members of the City Council) would serve a two-year term for a maximum of two consecutive
terms.

Elections would continue to be staggered so that every 2 years, there would be a Council Member
election with 3 Council Member and the Mayor seats up for election at one election (commencing in
November 2018) and three Council Member seats up for election at the next election (commencing in
November 2020). Current council members would continue to serve until they are replaced at the
end of their current terms of office. After the initial establishment of the districts, the district
boundaries would be modified, if necessary, every ten years so that each district continues to be as
nearly equal in population as may be according to the latest federal decennial census.

A “yes” vote on this measure would approve Ordinance No. 16-05, which changes the current city-
wide at-large election system to a district election system, allowing the creation of 6 districts, from
which one council member would be elected by voters of each district and a Mayor elected citywide,
commencing with the November 2018 election.

A “no” vote on this measure would leave in place the current at-large system for electing all 5 Council
Members, elected by all voters city-wide, for staggered terms of four years each, with the Mayor
selected by the council.

THE ABOVE STATEMENT IS AN IMPARTIAL ANALYSIS OF MEASURE EE. IF YOU DESIRE A
COPY OF THE MEASURE OR OF ORDINANCE 16-05, PLEASE CALL THE CITY CLERK’S
OFFICE AT (714) 754-5225, AND A COPY WILL BE MAILED AT NO COST TO YOU.



