
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL AND 

SUCCESSOR AGENCY TO THE REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

MARCH 6, 2018 

CALL TO ORDER 

The Closed Session was called to order by the Mayor at 4:00 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers at Costa Mesa City Hall, 77 Fair Drive, Costa Mesa, California. 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Council Member Foley, Council Member Righeimer (arrived at 4:08 p.m.), 
Council Member Stephens, Mayor Pro Tern Mansoor and Mayor Genis. 

Absent: None 

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON CLOSED SESSION ITEMS • NONE 

The City Council recessed to Conference Room 5A at 4:03 p.m. for Closed Session to 
consider the following items: 

1. PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE EVALUATION

Pursuant to Subdivision (b)(1) of Section 54957, California Government Code
Title: City Attorney

2. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL· EXISTING LITIGATION

Pursuant to Subdivision (d)(1) of Section 54956.9, California Government Code
Name of Case: Timothy Dadey, et al. v. City of Costa Mesa, Orange County
Superior Court of California, Case No. 30-2014-00757962-CU-CR-CJC.

3. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL· EXISTING LITIGATION

Pursuant to Subdivision (d)(1) of Section 54956.9, California Government Code
Name of Case: The Kennedy Commission, et al. v. City of Costa Mesa, Orange
County Superior Court of California, Case No. 30-2016-00832585-CU-WM-CJC.

4. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL· EXISTING LITIGATION

Pursuant to Subdivision (d)(1) of Section 54956.9, California Government Code
Name of Case: Orange County Catholic Worker, an unincorporated association:
Lisa Bell, Shawn Carroll, Melissa Fields, Larry Ford, Cameron Ralston, Kathy
Schuler, Gloria Shoemake, as individuals v. Orange County, City of Anaheim,
City of Costa Mesa, and City of Orange, United States District Court for the
Central District of California - Southern Division, Case No. 8:18-cv-00155.

MINUTES -Costa Mesa City Council Regular Meeting - March 6, 2018 - PAGE 1 





ANNOUNCEMENTS (00:02:14) - "Costa Mesa Minute" was played featuring upcoming 
events and activities in the community. 

PRESENTATIONS: 

1. Check Presentation (00:05:09) - The Costa Mesa Library Foundation Committee
presented three checks to the Mayor, which included, $6,000 for the Children's
Library Early Childhood play and Learning Island, $15,000 for the Teen Library
Technology Bar and $5,000 for the Interactive Media Display.

2. Upcoming OC Fair Events and Information (00:09:47) - Ms. Kathy Kramer, CEO of
the Orange County Fair, provided a power point presentation of the upcoming OC
Fair Events and Information.

PUBLIC COMMENTS - MATTER NOT LISTED ON THE AGENDA (00:16:15) 

Speaker, spoke on the preservation of the Talbert Nature Reserve. (00:16:51) 

Tho Tran, Costa Mesa and representing the Orange County Financial Center, spoke on 
Financial Literacy Month and National Campaign for Financial Literacy. (00:20:25) 

Dennis Ashendorf, Costa Mesa, thanked the City Council for their service. (00:24:25) 

Tamar Goldmann, Costa Mesa, requested a handicapped accessible crosswalk at 
Fordham and Wake Forest. (00:27:48) 

Al Melone, Costa Mesa, showed photographs and spoke on benches at the dog park; 
and donations for the park. (00:31:08) 

Tim Lewis, Costa Mesa, spoke on street ADA requirements; the Public Records Act; 
and the status of the project at Harbor Blvd. and Hamilton. (00:33:16) 

Terry Koken, Costa Mesa, spoke on the Model Engineers contract at Fairview Park. 
(00:36:30) 

Wendy Leece, Costa Mesa, spoke on the First Amendment and the right to petition 
government; and the Public Records Act. (00:39:42) 

Speaker, spoke on good governance. (00:42:50) 

Speaker, spoke on articles in the newspapers; and sober living issues. (00:45:20) 

Ralph Taboada, Costa Mesa, spoke on pro-activeness; and spoke on public pension 
reform. (00:48:37) 
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Beth Refakes, Costa Mesa, requested information on the additional costs related to 
hiring an in-house attorney; and supports a contract city attorney. (02:04:06) 

Terry Koken, Costa Mesa, spoke in support of Kimberly Barlow, the previous City 
Attorney and politicizing the City Attorney position. (02:06:52) 

Ralph Taboada, Costa Mesa, inquired on the cost of an in-house attorney with the 
pension; and annual operating costs. (02:08:29) 

Public Comments Closed. 

Council Member Righeimer spoke against an elected and in-house attorney. 
(02:10:40) 

MOVED/SECOND: Council Member Righeimer/Mayor Pro Tern Mansoor 
MOTION: To receive and file the report. 

MOVED/SECOND: Council Member Stephens/Mayor Foley 
SUBSTITUTE MOTION: To direct staff to maintain the contract City Attorney's 
office and prepare a Request for Proposal for Legal Services. 

Council Member Stephens spoke on the substitute motion. (02:13:00) 

Mayor Pro Tern Mansoor spoke on concerns regarding the timing. (02:29:20) 

Council Member Foley spoke in support of the substitute motion. (02:31:10) 

Council Member Stephens spoke on the issue. (02:37:50) 

MOVED/SECOND: Council Member Stephens/Mayor Foley 
SUBSTITUTE MOTION: To direct staff to maintain the contract City Attorney's 
office and prepare a Request for Proposal for Legal Services. 
The motion failed by the following roll call vote: 
Ayes: Council Member Foley and Council Member Stephens. 
Nays: Council Member Righeimer, Mayor Pro Tern Mansoor, and Mayor Genis. 
Absent: None 
Motion failed: 2-3 

MOVED/SECOND: Council Member Righeimer/Mayor Pro Tern Mansoor 
ORIGINAL MOTION: To receive and file the report. 
The motion carried by the following roll call vote: 
Ayes: Council Member Righeimer, Mayor Pro Tern Mansoor, and Mayor Genis. 
Nays: Council Member Foley and Council Member Stephens. 
Absent: None 
Motion carried: 3-2 
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ACTION: 
City Council received and filed the report. 

City Council recessed into a break at 8:45 p.m. (02:41 :22) 

City Council reconvened at 8:55 p.m. (02:50:18) 

NEW BUSINESS (02:50:19} 

1. CANDIDATE FORUMS (02:50:27} - City Manager's Office

Dane Bora, Public Affairs Manager, presented the staff report. (02:50:32)

Public Comments:

Terry Koken, Costa Mesa, spoke in support of videotaping candidate forums and
posting on the City website. (02:54:21)

Beth Retakes, Costa Mesa, spoke in support of videotaping candidate forums and
establishing guidelines. (02:56:10)

Wendy Leece, Costa Mesa, spoke in support of videotaping candidate forums and
establishing guidelines. (02:58:22)

Speaker, spoke in spoke in support of videotaping candidate forums. (03:00:05)

Tamar Goldmann, Costa Mesa, spoke in support of videotaping candidate forums.
(03:01 :30)

Public Comments Closed.

MOVED/SECOND: Council Member Stephens/Council Member Foley
MOTION: To videotape the candidate forums for the City Council and Mayor for
three (3) organizations only and one night each: Feet to the Fire, Mesa Verde
Community, and the Eastside Homeowners Group; and the inclusion of such
forums on the City's cable television channel (CMTV3) and website. (03:02:07)

Council Member Foley spoke on adding a Westside forum. (03:04:03)

Council Member Stephens spoke on the motion. (03:04:50)

Mayor Genis spoke in support of videotaping candidate forums; spoke on defining a
group; all candidates invited; and running the forums in real time. (03:09:08)

Mayor Pro Tern Mansoor spoke on establishing a policy and criteria. (03:11 :52)
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Council Member Foley spoke on limiting to four forums on a first-come, first served 
basis; and no staff involvement except for filming. (03:14:23) 

Council Member Stephens spoke on accepting the friendly amendment. (03:17:36) 

Council Member Righeimer spoke against the City being involved. (03:17:46) 

Council Member Foley spoke on CMTV as a government controlled channel. 
(03:21 :17) 

Mayor Genis spoke on the use of City Resources. (03:22:22) 

MOVED/SECOND: Mayor Pro Tern Mansoor 
SUBSTITUTE MOTION: To establish a policy for videotaping and support the 
videotaping of Feet to the Fire only. (03:22:50) 
The motion died due to lack of a second. 

MOVED/SECOND: Council Member Stephens/Council Member Foley 
ORIGINAL MOTION: To authorize staff to videotape candidate forums with the 
following conditions: (1) A maximum of four forums allowed and considered on a 
first-come, first-served basis; (2) all candidates running for City Council or Mayor 
must be invited; and (3) the forums will run in real time with no editing by staff and 
the inclusion of such forums on the City's cable television channel (CMTV3) and 
website. (03:23:10) 
The motion carried by the following roll call vote: 
Ayes: Council Member Foley, Council Member Stephens, and Mayor Genis. 
Nays: Council Member Righeimer and Mayor Pro Tern Mansoor. 
Absent: None 
Motion carried: 3-2 

ACTION: 
City Council authorized staff to videotape candidate forums with the following 
conditions: (1) A maximum of four forums allowed and considered on a first-come, 
first-served basis; (2) all candidates running for City Council or Mayor must be 
invited; and (3) the forums will run in real time with no editing by staff and the 
inclusion of such forums on the City's cable television channel (CMTV3) and 
website. 

2. SECOND AMENDMENT TO THE CITY MANAGER EMPLOYMENT 
AGREEMENT (03:26:49) - City Manager's Office

City Manager Hatch recused himself, stepped down from the dais and left the 
Council Chambers due to potential financial conflicts. (03:26:59) 

MINUTES -Costa Mesa City Council Regular Meeting - March 6, 2018 - PAGE 12 



MOVED/SECOND: Council Member Foley/Council Member Stephens 
MOTION: To continue the item to a future City Council meeting. (03:27:14) 

Thomas Duarte, City Attorney, presented the staff report. (03:27:53) 

Mayor Genis clarified that Mr. Hatch did not receive an increase in 2016; and spoke 
on fiscal review. (03:29:35) 

Council Member Righeimer spoke against continuing the item to a future City 
Council meeting. (03:30:28) 

Council Member Foley spoke on the issue. (03:31 :15) 

Public Comments: 

Terry Koken, Costa Mesa, spoke on the issue. (03:35:35) 

Speaker, spoke against City Attorney Duarte and City Manager Hatch. (03:36:16) 

Wendy Leece, Costa Mesa, inquired on the evaluation process for City Manager 
Hatch. (03:38:24) 

Ralph Taboada, Costa Mesa, spoke on the vacation accrual increase for City 
Manager Hatch. (03:39:20) 

Public Comments Closed. 

Council Member Foley spoke on the evaluation process. (03:40:37) 

Council Member Righeimer spoke on the issue. (03:44:15) 

Council Member Stephens spoke on the issue. (03:47:28) 

MOVED/SECOND: Council Member Righeimer/Mayor Pro Tern Mansoor 
SUBSTITUTE MOTION: To approve the second amendment to the City Manager 
employment agreement. (03:52:21) 

Mayor Pro Tern Mansoor spoke in support of the substitute motion. (03:52:40) 

Council Member Foley spoke on compensation tied to achievements. (03:53:27) 
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MOVED/SECOND: Council Member Righeimer/Mayor Pro Tern Mansoor 
SUBSTITUTE MOTION: To approve the second amendment to the City Manager 
employment agreement. (03:52:21) 
The motion carried by the following roll call vote: 
Ayes: Council Member Righeimer, Mayor Pro Tern Mansoor, and Mayor Genis. 
Nays: Council Member Foley and Council Member Stephens. 
Absent: None 
Motion carried: 3-2 

ACTION: 
City Council approved the second amendment to the City Manager employment 
agreement. 

ADDITIONAL COUNCIL MEMBER COMMITTEE REPORTS, COMMENTS, AND 
SUGGESTIONS (04:00:17) 

Mayor Genis reminded everyone about the last week to purchase Girl Scout cookies. 

Council Member Foley requested an update on the Council policies. 

REPORT - CITY MANAGER - NONE 

REPORT - CITY ATTORNEY - NONE 

ADJOURNMENT (04:02:15) - The Mayor adjourned the meeting at 10:06 p.m. 

Minutes adopted on this 3 rd day of April, 2018. 

Sandra L. Genis, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

Brenda Green, City Clerk 
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