
HOW TO HAUL WASTE IN 
COSTA MESA?

construction & demolition, temporary and recurring commercial and 
multifamily (5 or more units) waste hauling services 

non-exclusive franchise with annual permit for temporary an
recurring for-hire hauling services

annual permit for contractors that self-haul materials generated from their primary 
 business activity

property owners equipped to 
self-haul

no annual permit or fee 
subject to per-project fee 
must report per-project 
diversion and provide 
weight tickets (minimum 
65% diversion required)
may rent vehicle to haul; 
must provide copy of 
rental contract or receipt

WASTE HAULER FRANCHISE

provide list of 
vehicles used for 

waste hauling

CONTRACTOR SELF-HAUL

provide list of 
vehicles used for 

waste hauling

OWNERS/BUILDERS

completion of 
quarterly 

tonnage/diversion 
and franchise fee 

statements

report per-project 
diversion and provide 

weight tickets  
(minimum 65% 

diversion required)

FOR REFERENCE: 
WWW.ENTREPRISESCANADA.CA

FOR REFERENCE: 
WWW.ENTREPRISESCANADA.CA

annual permit 
$610 permit fee 

$10,000 nonrefundable 
prepayment franchise 

fees

annual permit $200 
permit fee 

customer service phone 
number and hours of 

operation

pay per-project fee with 
building permit

provide general and 
automobile liability and 
workers' compensation 
insurance and required 

endorsements

provide general and 
automobile liability  

insurance and required 
endorsements

comply with AB 341 & 
1826 requirements 

along with provision of 
bulky item collections 
and public education

PUBLIC SERVICES DEPARTMENT (CITY HALL,  4TH FLOOR)  
WWW.COSTAMESACA.GOV/RECYCLING 
714.754.5323



WHAT ARE 
MY PROJECT 
OPTIONS?

The City of Costa Mesa requires compliance with two waste related 
components: (1) Waste Hauling and (2) Recycling.

 A $40 temporary dumpster permit for up to 2 
weeks is required for all dumpsters placed in the 
public ROW. Bins are only permitted by 
authorized/permitted haulers; bins illegally placed 
in the public ROW may be subject to confiscation.
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generate < 10 CY of 

waste or include 
solar work?
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Yes

Yes

Yes
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Option 1: Hire a 
permitted sub- 

contractor

Option 2: Use 
a Franchise 

Waste Hauler*

Contractor Self- 
Haul & 

Owner/Builder

Franchise 
Waste Hauler

Don't apply 
again; Contractor 
Self-Haul option

Exempt from 
 65% Waste 
Diversion

Request Hauler 
to recycle C&D 

Material

Submit weight 
tickets & forms

SUBMIT WEIGHT TICKETS AND FORMS ONLINE | WWW.COSTAMESACA.GOV/RECYCLING

Public Services 
Approval/sign- 

off  or Penalties

Divert 65% of 
waste from 

landfill

Subject to 
 65% Waste 
Diversion

Request Public 
Services approve 

Exemption 

Apply 
for Contractor 

Self-Haul Permit

Proceed with 
Owner/Builder 

Self-Haul option

Are you a 
permitted Self-haul 

Contractor?

Are you the 
property owner? 

Verify 
Permitted?

Does Public 
Services approve 

exemption?

Do you meet 
vehicle/insurance 

conditions?

Option 1: Hire a 
permitted sub- 

contractor

Option 2: Use 
a Franchise 

Waste Hauler*

All construction and demolition projects are subject to the 
2016 CALGreen Building Code 65% waste diversion 
requirement. If any material is hauled offsite for reuse 
purposes, comply with above hauling options.

All hauling activity is subject to the City of Costa Mesa's 
Municipal Code requirements. All property owners and 
contractors are required to comply with one of the three 
hauling options on the backside of this handout.

STEP 1

STEP 2

Unauthorized hauling = 3% of project value or 
$1,000, whichever is greater 
No weight tickets =  3x per-project fee 
Failure to meet 65% waste diversion = 2x per- 
project fee 

Non-compliance Penalties: 

*Bins in Public Right-of-Way (ROW):


