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How long can the new coronavirus last on surfaces?
By Yasemin Saplakoglu - Sta Writer 5 days ago

Some coronaviruses can linger on surfaces for up to 9 days.
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China's central bank is taking steps to deep clean and even destroy its cash out of fears that the new coronavirus can survive on the
surface of money and potentially spread, according to CNN.
But how long can the new coronavirus linger on surfaces, anyway? The short answer is, we don't know. But if this new coronavirus
resembles other human coronaviruses, such as its "cousins" that cause SARS and MERS, it can stay on surfaces — such as metal,
glass or plastic — for as long as nine days, according to a new study. (In comparison, u viruses can last on surfaces for only about 48
hours.)
ALL ABOUT COVID-19
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—See live updates on the new coronavirus
—How deadly is COVID-19?
—How does the new coronavirus compare with u?
—Why are children 'missing' from coronavirus outbreak?

In the new study, researchers analyzed several dozen previously published papers on human coronaviruses (other than the new
coronavirus) to get a better idea of how long they can survive outside of the body. The authors found that these coronaviruses can
linger on surfaces for over a week but that some of them don't remain active for as long at temperatures higher than 86 degrees
Fahrenheit (30 degrees Celsius). The authors also found that these coronaviruses can be e ectively wiped away by household
disinfectants.
RECOMMENDED VIDEOS FOR YOU...

Robots deployed to assist in coronavirus battle
China has developed robots to take body temperatures and disinfect hospitals and clinics to help battle the coronavirus.
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For example, disinfectants with 62-71% ethanol, 0.5% hydrogen#:478
peroxide or 0.1% sodium hypochlorite (bleach) can "e ciently"

inactivate coronaviruses within a minute, according to the study. "We expect a similar e ect against the 2019-nCoV," the researchers
wrote, referring to the new coronavirus. But even though the new coronavirus is a similar strain to the SARS coronavirus, it's not clear
if it will behave the same.
It's also not clear how frequently hands become contaminated with coronaviruses after touching a sick patient or contaminated
surface, according to the study. The World Health Organization recommends alcohol-based hand rubs for decontamination of the
hands, the authors wrote.
It's possible that a person can be infected with the virus by touching a contaminated surface or object, "then touching their own
mouth, nose, or possibly their eyes," according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). "But this is not thought to be
the main way the virus spreads."
Rather, the virus is most likely to spread from person to person through close contact and respiratory droplets from coughs and
sneezes that can land on a nearby person's mouth or nose, according to the CDC.
The study was published on Feb. 6 in The Journal of Hospital Infection.
The 9 deadliest viruses on Earth
27 devastating infectious diseases
11 surprising facts about the respiratory system

Originally published on Live Science.
OFFER: Save at least 53% with our latest magazine deal!
With impressive cutaway illustrations that show how things function, and mindblowing photography of the world’s
most inspiring spectacles, How It Works represents the pinnacle of engaging, factual fun for a mainstream audience
keen to keep up with the latest tech and the most impressive phenomena on the planet and beyond. Written and presented in a style
that makes even the most complex subjects interesting and easy to understand, How It Works is enjoyed by readers of all ages.
VIEW DEAL

MORE ABOUT...

LATEST

Coronavirus cases spike in South
Korea: Live updates on COVID-19 

'Superspreader' in South Korea infects
nearly 40 people with coronavirus 

SEE MORE RELATED 

SEE MORE LATEST



NO COMMENTS YET

COMMENT FROM THE FORUMS



Why are children 'missing' from coronavirus outbreak cases?
Adults, even healthy young adults, are felled by the new coronavirus 2019-nCoV much more readily than children. Here's why.
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