Argument in Favor of Measure __
VOTE YES ON MEASURE __for a BETTER HOUSING FUTURE IN COSTA MESA

We have a housing crisis in Costa Mesa. Residents face skyrocketing rents, overcrowding,
and few housing choices. Rising property values mean home ownership is out of reach for most
Costa Mesans.

And with an eviction rate double the county average, young people, individuals, and families are
forced to leave our community, or possibly risk being homeless. Many who stay pay housing
costs exceeding 50% of their monthly paycheck.

It's getting worse. Only 179 new homes have been approved for construction by the City since
2017. Zero new homes this year. Without new home construction, our children won't be able
to afford living here.

The status quo just isn’'t working.

The problem is clear: Outdated city laws are making it costly, difficult, and risky for anyone to
build new affordable homes and apartments. They restrict the City from routinely updating land
use plans—some more than 30 years old—and revitalizing our city streets.

Costa Mesa residents can change this. Measure __ amends our Zoning Code to:

e Encourage housing for all: Promote more housing opportunities for all income
levels, including for families, seniors, and young professionals.

e Protect residential neighborhoods: Focus growth along major commercial,
industrial, and mixed-use corridors, not existing residential areas.

e [Improve our main commercial boulevards and industrial areas: Reimagine what
Newport Boulevard, Harbor Boulevard, and north of the 405 Freeway can look like
when housing is located near our jobs, parks, and transportation.

¢ Maintain local control: Ensure City leaders and our residents, not politicians in
Sacramento, control development best suited to Costa Mesa.

Measure __is necessary for Costa Mesa to plan smartly, preserve our quality of life, and secure
our community’s prosperity.

Join your City leaders, residents, community organizations, and businesses—vote YES on
Measure __!
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