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Welcome!

CITY OF COSTA MESA COMMUNITY
PREPAREDNESS TOWNHALL
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Costa Mesa Fire & Rescue sent resou'rc| e| :~:I¥oI the Palisades and &
Eaton Fires. This is a view from OCFA Helicopter - Palisades Fire=————"—
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A CMEFR Battalion Chief
leading a Type 1 Orange
County/Metro Cities
Strike Team arrives at the
Eaton Fire to find an
entire neighborhood
engulfed in flames.

The strike team was able
to save approximately
20 homes in incredibly
challenging conditions.

e
_Q_C-\’-__.,_Q/‘
Costa MesaReady



Costa Mesa Fire & Rescue sent resources to the

Palisades and Eaton Fires. This is a look at CMFR Ack
Team members at the Eaton Fire MQ/
Costa MesaReady



Fire Hazard Severity Zones

Minimum size of 20 acres for isolated islands of

vegetation embedded in non-wildland.

Based on distance to wildland and hazard level of
adjacent wildland

Ember production based on vegetation type and fire

weather

Ember transport based on wind speed/direction observed
under the most extreme fire weather at a given location

Width of moderate, high and very high bands in urban are
based on ember load, urban tree cover and slope

Foﬂ“lﬁ DEPM"MENT
f‘:;‘es'“ &FIRE PROTE O

Government Code 51178; The State Fire
Marshal shall identify areas in the state as
Moderate, High, and Very High Fire Hazard
Severity Zones based on consistent statewide
criteria and based on the severity of fire hazard
that is expected to prevail in those areas.
Moderate, High, and Very High Fire Hazard
Severity Zones shall be based on fuel loading,
slope, fire weather, and other relevant factors
including areas where winds have been
identified by the Office of the State Fire Marshal
as a major cause of wildfire spread.
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On March 24, 2025, The OSFM |ssued the 2025 LocaI Respon5|blllty
Area (LRA) Fire Hazard Severity Zone maps for the City of Costa Mesa.

CITY OF COSTA MESA - ORANGE COUNTY

Local Responsibility Area

Fire Hazard Severity Zones

BEACH

| Hine

As Identified by the
State Fire Marshal
March 24, 2025

Fire Hazard Severity Zones (FHSZ) in Local Responsibility
Area (LRA), as Identified by the State Fire Marshal




Under State Law, Government Code Section 51179 (b)(3), a local agency SHALL NOT decrease the level of the
LRA FHSZ recommended by the OSFM. Assembly Bill 211 requires a local agency to designate, by ordinance,
moderate and high fire hazard severity zones within 120 days of receiving recommendations from the State Fire
Marshal. In addition, Senate Bill 63 requires local agencies to make Fire Hazard Severity Zone maps available to
the public for review within 30 days of transmittal. The bill would prohibit the local agency from decreasing the
level of fire hazard severity zone as identified by the State Fire Marshal for any area within the jurisdiction of
the local agency, as provided.

Next Steps:
1) Publish the map for public review and comment (by April 29th). While we have been told by the State that
no changes to this map are possible, the City of Costa Mesa is interested in gathering feedback from our

community to aid in future FHSZ discussions.

2) Conduct local community meetings and outreach activities to review maps and requirements based on Fire
Hazard Severity Zone in April and May.

3) Adopt an ordinance to designate Moderate and High Hazard Severity Zones within Costa Mesa (by July 21).
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Overview

» The role of Government
» Preparedness by the numbers
» Costa Mesa hazards
» Be Ready!

» Prepare-a-Kif

» Make-a-Plan

» Be Informed!

Costa MesaReady



Government’s Role (pre-disaster)

» Local (City & County):
» Foster Community Preparedness through education / outreach
» Hazard Mitigation
» Ensure Operational Continuity
» Prepare / Practice Emergency Response Plans

» State:
» Support local government in resiliency efforts & proactive measures

» Community education, land use planning, mitigation efforts (including grant funding)
» Federal:

» Support state and local government in resiliency efforts
» Administer Federal Hazard Mitigafion, Homeland Security and other grant programs

» Every $1 spent in mitigation, saves $6-14 in future disaster related costs (losses, rebuilding &
overall economic savings)
» Support Preparedness - educational materials, training, etc. k" B
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Government’s Role (post-disaster)

» Local (City & County):
» First responders (immediate life safety)
» Continuity of Government (maintain essential services)
» Emergency Operations Center — supports coordinated response

» Expense Tracking
» Volunteer & Donations Management
» Evacuation & Disaster Shelter Coordination

» Public Alert & Warning / Press Releases
» State:
» Providesresources and support when locals are overwhelmed
» May lead and organize recovery efforts

» Disaster Recovery / Local Assistance Center
» Donations Management

» Federal:
» FEMAis noft a first responder! FEMA provides supplemental assistance when requested by a
governor and approved by the President (Stafford Act). o~ 2
=
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Post —disaster:
What does FEMA provide?¢

» FEMA WILL NOT MAKE YOU WHOLE!

» Immediate assistance - $750 (hotel, food, other essentials)

» Individual Assistance (infended to meet basic needs for uninsured or
underinsured, necessary expenses) — Max $42,000 based on need

» Small Business Administration (SBA) Loans — businesses and individuals
- low interest, government loan
» Business - up fo $2 million
» Homeowner — up to $200,000 (rebuild primary residence)

» Homeowner/Renter — up to $40,000 (replace personal property)

h

_——--.___.A/—\—“%

—

Costa MesaReady



Are you preparede

» 51% of adults believe they are prepared for a disaster
» 57% took 3 or more actions to get prepared

// PREPARED
' UNPREPARED
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Preparedness Actions

(*Prepared with FEMA data; 2023)

12%

Planned with Neighbors
12%

Practiced drills / habits

Safeguarded Documents

Learned Evacuation Routes

Signed up for Alerts

Assembled/Updated supplies

20%

2022 w2023
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Costa Mesa Top 4 Hazards

» Earthquake

» Human Caused Hazards
» Terrorism/Mass Casualty
» Civil Unrest
» Cyber Incident

» Energy/Power Shortage

» Severe Weather

» Extreme Heat
» High Wind

» Severe Storm/Rain
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Resident Readiness

-Secure your space
-Make-a-Plan
-Prepare a Kit

-Consider earthquake
insurance

-See Something, Say
Something!

-Be aware of your
surroundings

-Cybersecurity awareness

*Strong passwords

2 factor authentication
*Recognize scams/phishing
*Update software timely

-Turn off appliances when
notfinuse

-Limit use during peek
hours

-Consider special energy
programs if available

-Set AC/Heat for when
you're away

-Have back-up power

Severe

Weather

-Monitor weather
channels

-Check on friends and
neighbors

-Know whatfo doin a
weather emergency
https://www.ready.gov/

severe-weather
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https://www.ready.gov/severe-weather
https://www.ready.gov/severe-weather

City Offered
Training / Programs

COMMUNITY EMERGENCY

RESPONSE TEAM

» CERT / Teen CERT

» 8 weeks

» Ongoing monthly meetings
» Citizen’s Fire Academy

> 8 weeks
» Citizen’s Police Academy

> 10 weeks
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Be Ready - Prepare a Kit

\ 4

Non-perishable food & water (7-14 days) — can
opener

Prescription medication & glasses
Pet food, water & supplies

Baby formula & diapers

Cash (small bills/change)
Change of clothes for all seasons
First aid kit

Whistle

Flashlight & batteries

Hand crank or battery powered AM/FM radio
(extra batteries)

V V. VNV V V V
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Be Ready — Make a Plan

Make a family emergency plan.

» Sign up for emergency alerts/warnings
» Know your evacuation routes

» Determine your sheltering plan

» Household/family communication plan
» Regularly update kit

» Know your insurance coverage

Being prepared can
help you and your
family stay connected
in an emergency.

Fillable family plan:
hitps://www.ready.gov/plan-form

Costa MesaReady


https://www.ready.gov/plan-form
https://www.ready.gov/plan-form
https://www.ready.gov/plan-form

Be Ready — Important Documents

» Personal [dentifier Documents
» Insurance Documents

» Estate Planning Documents

» Education & Work Documents
» Additional Asset Information

» Other Considerations
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Emergency
Alerting Iin

Costa Mesao Integrated Public Alert & Warning System (IPAWS)

Nixle
AlertOC

Emergency Alert System
(EAS)

o

Emergency Alert System Wireless Emergency Alerts

EAS is a County-wide WEA are urgent alerts
: emergency alerts on your sent to your cell phone
Wireless Emergency Alerts television and AM/FM based on your location.
(W E A) radio during regional The WEA alert hasa
disasters. unique sound and
vibration that repeates
twice.

Registration not required Registration not required

AlertOC

Orange County's mass
emergency notification
system. Alerts are sent to
registered residents via
home, business, or cell
phones. Emails and texts
may also be sent.

Register at
AlertOC.com

A NIXLE

Nixle

City's notification and

alert system. Texts and/or
emails are sent to registered
residents regarding public
safety incidents, police
activity, and emergencies.

J Sign up by texting
92626 to 888777

T e
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Sign up Now!

% everbridge
NIXLE - Text ' de t ’
> o ext your zip code to N 'XLE

» Visit www.dlertoc.gov

Click “Sign up” A Ier‘I'CC
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http://www.alertoc.gov/

Questions?

Delcie Hynes
Emergency Services Manager
714-754-5189
emergencymanagement@costamesaca.goyv
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