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MINUTES OF THE CITY OF COSTA MESA
FINANCE AND PENSION ADVISORY COMMITTEE
SPECIAL MEETING

April 9, 2025
4:00 PM

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order by Chair Tom Arnold at 4:03 PM in Costa Mesa,
California.

ROLL CALL

Members Present: Chair Tom Arnold, Vice Chair Lisa Buchanan, Members: James
Andrews, Quinn Callanan, Sean Healey, Daniel Morgan and Ralph Taboada
Members Absent: None

Council Liaisons Present: Mayor John Stephens and Councilmember Mike Buley
Council Liaisons Absent: None

Staff Present: Finance Director Carol Molina, Public Works Director Raja Sethuraman,
City Engineer Seung Yang, Finance Officer Peter Diminich, Budget and Purchasing
Manager Mark Khou, Finance Officer Cathleen Serrano, and Executive Assistant Dina
Wild

Staff Absent: None

Also Present: Transportation Services Manager Paul Martin, Maintenance Services
Manager Rob Ryan, Senior Management Analysts Christine Tsao and Anna Baca,
and members of the public not identified

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Jim Fitzpatrick, Costa Mesa, submitted a written communication regarding budget
reduction recommendations.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Meeting of March 12, 2025 - Regular Meeting

MOTION/SECOND: Vice Chair Buchanan / Member James Andrews

MOTION: Approve March 12, 2025 minutes as presented (meeting agenda
reflected March 12, 2023 meeting minutes; however, minutes reflected correct
date of meeting).

Motion Carried: 6-0-1-0 Ayes: Chair Arnold, Vice Chair Lisa Buchanan,
Members: Andrews, Callanan, Morgan and Taboada

Nays: None
Abstain: Member Sean Healey
Absent: None
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NEW BUSINESS
o FY 24/25 Capital Improvement Project Budget
o FY 25/26 Capital Improvement Project Proposed Budget

Finance Director Carol Molina thanked Public Works Director Raja Sethuraman
and the team for their work on the CIP presentation and turned the floor over to
Director Sethuraman.

Public Works Director Raja Sethuraman introduced his team before beginning and
thanked the Finance department team for assisting with preparing the
presentation, then proceeded to present the FY 2024-25 Proposed Capital
Improvement Projects and the FY 2025-26 Capital Improvement Project Budget.
A dialogue ensued.

Due to budget constraints, staff proposed deferring several capital projects
contained in the Approved FY 24-25 Capital Budget. Council asked FiPAC to
review the proposed deferrals and make recommendations. A dialogue ensued
with questions and committee members discussed deferring a range of projects
in addition to those proposed by staff.

FY 24/25 Capital Improvement Project Budget
MOTION/SECOND: Member Taboada / Member James Andrews

MOTION: Not to defer the cast iron drain re-pipe, City Hall 5t floor air handler
and City Hall replacements and recommend staff identify other General Fund
replacement projects.

Motion Carried: 6-0-1-0 Ayes: Chair Arnold, Vice Chair Lisa Buchanan,
Members: Andrews, Callanan, Morgan and Taboada

Nays: None
Abstain: Member Sean Healey
Absent: None

FY 25/26 Capital Improvement Project Proposed Budget

MOTION/SECOND: Vice Chair Buchanan / Member James Andrews

MOTION: postpone the FY 25/26 Capital Improvement Project budget
discussion to May 14" meeting and combine it with the UPS.

Motion Carried: 7-0-0-0 Ayes: Chair Arnold, Vice Chair Lisa Buchanan,
Members: Andrews, Callanan, Healey, Morgan and Taboada

Nays: None
Abstain: None
Absent: None
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OLD BUSINESS
NONE
COMMITTEE MEMBER COMMENTS

No comments from members Andrews, Callanan, Healey, Taboada and Vice Chair
Buchanan.

Member Morgan commented that he was glad to be on the committee.
CHAIR COMMENTS

Chair Arnold thanked Public Works and appreciated that the documents were linked
to the agenda on the Internet prior to the meeting.

DIRECTOR UPDATES

Director Molina thanked staff for working together on the budget and thanked Public
Works for putting together the extensive CIP list.

STAFF/LIAISON COMMENTS

Mayor Stephens thanked the committee for their hard work, staff and members of the
public and thanked everybody for putting the presentation together.

Councilmember Buley thanked Raja for and staff for their knowledge of individual
projects.

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 6:08 PM.

Tom Arnold, Chair Carol Molina, Finance Director
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