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Safe Routes to School Plan 

The Costa Mesa Safe Routes To School (SRTS) project aims to:

• Enhance the safety and ease of walking and biking for 

children within city limits and in surrounding catchment areas. 

• Make improvements, including infrastructure, law enforcement 

collaboration, and community shift.

• Create a safer environment that encourages more students to 

choose active transportation to and from school.



Safe Routes to School Plan

We are here 

Project Timeline
• Completing technical data collection.
• Starting on recommendations and prioritization that will 

inform the draft and final SRTS Plan.
• Ongoing public outreach:

✓Online Webtool
✓Online Survey
✓ 2 additional community workshops

• Currently approaching the halfway point of the project.



Elementary School Walk Audits 

In coordination with NMUSD, consultant and City staff conducted 

walk audits at the following elementary campuses:

• Kaiser Elementary School (2-6)  
• Adams Elementary School (TK-6)  
• Killybrooke Elementary School (TK-6)  
• Mariners Elementary School (TK-6)  
• California Elementary School (TK-6) 
• Newport Heights Elementary School (TK-6) 
• Paularino Elementary School (TK-6)  
• Victoria Elementary School (TK-6)  
• Woodland Elementary School (PS-1)  
• Sonora Elementary School (TK-6)  
• Pomona Elementary School (PS-1)  
• Whittier Elementary School (TK-6)  
• Rea Elementary School (2-6)  
• Wilson Elementary School (K-6)  
• College Park Elementary School (K-6)
• Davis Magnet School (TK-6)



High and Middle School Walk Audits 

In coordination with NMUSD, consultant and City staff conducted walk 

audits at the following middle and high school campuses:

• Back Bay High School (9-12)  
• Costa Mesa Middle and High School (7-12)
• Early College High School (9-12) 
• Ensign Intermediate School (7-8)  
• Estancia High School (9-12)  
• TeWinkle Middle School (7-8) 
• Newport Harbor High School (9-12)  



Preliminary Findings

• During the walk audits, staff focused on identifying:

✓ Needed Curb Ramps

✓ Non-ADA Compliant Curb Ramps

✓ Needed Sidewalks

✓ Opportunity for Infrastructure Improvements

✓ Sidewalk Obstacles

✓ Sign Repair or Maintenance Needs 
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Findings - Needed Curb Ramps 

Needed curb ramp near College Park Elementary School Needed curb ramp near Davis Magnet School Needed curb ramp near Kaiser Elementary School
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Findings – Non-ADA Compliant Ramps 

Non-ADA compliant curb ramp near Adams 
Elementary School 

Non-ADA compliant curb ramp near Killeybrooke 
Elementary School

Non-ADA compliant curb ramp near Wilson 
Elementary School
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Findings – Needed Sidewalks

Needed sidewalk near Whittier Elementary School 
Needed sidewalk near Pomona & Rea Elementary 
Schools

Needed sidewalk near Wilson Elementary School



10

Findings – Infrastructure Improvements 

Opportunity to add high visibility crosswalk near 
College Park Elementary School at Littleton Pl and 
Villanova Rd

High visibility crosswalk maintenance needed near 
Rea Elementary School

Opportunity to add high visibility crossing near 
California Elementary School
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Findings – Sidewalk Obstacles 

Sidewalk obstacle near Whittier Elementary School
Sidewalk Obstacle near College Park Elementary 
School

Sidewalk Obstacle near Woodland Elementary 
School
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Findings – Sign Repairs or Maintenance Needs

Faded sign near Kaiser Elementary School 
Stop bar maintenance needed near Adams 
Elementary School at Baker St and Samar Dr

Inoperable speed feedback sign near Early College 
High School



Survey Results – Mode to School 
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Behavioral Findings   

Behavior Locations (Schools)

Pedestrian connectivity limited by large 
blocks or missing sidewalks

Back Bay, Ensign, Newport Heights, 
Pomona & Rea, Whittier, Woodland

Bicyclists and children riding 
bikes/electric bikes on sidewalks

California, Ensign, Kaiser, Mariners, 
Newport Harbor, Newport Heights, 
TeWinkle, Wilson, Woodland

Bicyclists going through stop signs or 
intersections without stopping

Ensign, Kaiser, Newport Harbor

Bicyclists using available bike facilities
Back Bay, Costa Mesa, Early College, 
Pomona, Rea, Whittier, Woodland



Behavioral Findings   

Behavior Locations (Schools)

Motorist parking car that blocks 
sidewalks/walkways

Adams, California, College Park, 
Davis, Kaiser, Killybrooke, Newport 
Harbor, Paularino, TeWinkle, 
Victoria, Wilson, Woodland

Street parking making visibility 
difficult

Ensign, Mariners, Newport Harbor, 
Newport Heights

Motorist speeding and running stop 
signs

Adams, Costa Mesa, Davis, Early 
College, Killybrooke, Paularino, 
Sonora, Victoria

Pedestrians walking in the middle of 
the roadway due to missing 
pedestrian infrastructure

Back Bay, Early College, Ensign, 
Kaiser, Newport Heights, Woodland



Safe Routes to School Plan Webtool 
• Contribute by commenting on the interactive map or 

taking our project survey!
• Visit the project website: https://costamesasrts.org/

https://costamesasrts.org/


Community Workshops Held to Date

• Costa Mesa Safe Routes to Schools Community Workshop #1
✓ When: November 6, 2025, from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm
✓ Where: Costa Mesa High School

• Costa Mesa Safe Routes to Schools Community Workshop #2
✓ When: November 17, 2025, from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm
✓ Where: Costa Mesa Senior Center, Grand Hall 2



Next Steps 

• Costa Mesa Safe Route to Schools Community Workshop #3
✓ When: January 15, 2026, from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm
✓ Where: Kaiser Elementary School 

• Finalization of Existing Conditions Report 
• Development of Engineering Recommendations 
• Draft and Final Plan Compilation (July 2026)

• Council Action (Fall 2026)
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Questions?  
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