
 

We are looking forward to having your child participate in the 2026 Camp Mini Explorers Program and 
hope that each participant in our program has a positive experience. Here is some information about 
how the Camp Mini Explorers Program operates: 
 

• The Camp Mini Explorers Program is a non-licensed, recreational program where participants 
will experience games, arts & crafts, science experiments, onsite guest entertainment, and 
enrichment activities.  

 

• CAMP MINI EXPLORERS 
o June 8 – July 17, 2026 | 8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
o Session: Monday – Friday, 3 – 5 years  
o Program Location: Balearic Community Center (1975 Balearic Drive) 
o Office: (714) 754-5175 

 

• SIGN-IN/OUT PROCEDURES 
o Campers must be signed in and out daily by one (1) parent/guardian.  
o An information board will be located outside at sign in/out area. It will be updated daily 

with upcoming activities and important details.  
o Gates lock at 9:15 a.m. and re-open at 1:00 p.m. If you arrive late or need to pick 

up early, please call (714) 754-5175 to sign in or out of camp.  
o Early drop-offs before 8:00 a.m. will not be accepted. Supervision will ONLY be 

provided until 1:00 p.m. A $20 fee will be charged for every 15 minutes, or part 
thereof, for late pick-ups.  

 

• STAFF AND CLASSROOMS 
o Staff is comprised of the Parks and Community Services Department’s Community 

Services Leaders. 
o Participants are placed in groups of no more than twenty-two (22) children in each 

classroom.  
o Each classroom will consist of three (3) staff for a ratio of 1:8. 
o Staff will sanitize equipment, games, and other touched items before the program 

begins and after each use.   
 

• ATTIRE 
o Mini Campers will receive two (2) Camp T-shirts to be worn throughout the program.  
o Closed-toe shoes must be worn at the Camp Mini Explorers Program at all times.  
o Due to the recreation play and activities, play clothes are recommended.  
o Remember to apply sunscreen to your child(ren) before they arrive to the program. Staff 

CANNOT aid participants with sunscreen. 
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• ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
o Parent/Guardian must provide proof of child’s age to staff on the first day of the 

program.  
o Each camper must bring their own water and lunch daily, labeled with their name. 
o Participants must be fully potty trained to participate in Camp Mini Explorers. If a 

participant has a restroom accident, disciplinary action may follow. 
o Failure to comply with Camp Mini Explorers Program procedures may result in 

disciplinary action and/or removal from the program. 
 

• REFUNDS 
o Request for a refund must be submitted to staff, or cmrecinfo@costamesaca.gov, at 

least three (3) business days prior to the start of the program. A $20 fee will apply for all 
refunds. 

 

• CONTACT INFORMATION 
o L.E.A.P. Office: (714) 754-5175 
o BCC Office: (714) 754-5158 
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In most cases, the following “graduated” procedure and steps will be followed when applying 
discipline and/or correction to a child in the Camp Mini Explorers Program. 
 
1. Resolve - Staff will talk with the child about the incident/behavior, and will attempt to get      

information, causes, and facts. 
 
 
2. Remind - Program rules will be explained.  Staff will talk about how they apply to the child and to  

others in the program. 
 
 
3. Re-Establish & Redirect – Child could be placed on a time-out (approx. 30 seconds for each year 

of age) and/or receive a talk about different options that could help the current situation and 
possible solutions on redirecting the problem in the future. 
 
 

4. Reinstate - Child is returned back to the program activity. 
 
 
Parents/Guardians will be notified daily by program staff about excessive time-outs, corrections, and 
incidents by placing a note in the cubby, verbal communication, or a phone call.            
 
Parents/Guardians will be contacted for an immediate pick-up if a child continually exhibits behavioral 
troubles and/or physically hits, bites, kicks, pinches, spits, or causes any malicious harm to other 
children or to staff.   
 
A disciplinary action form will be then completed by staff about child’s behavior documenting the 
incident. If three (3) Disciplinary Action Forms are completed on a child, their continued participation 
will be subject to suspension or expulsion from the Camp Mini Explorers Program. 
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   In  most  cases,  the  following  “graduated”  procedure  and  steps  will  be  followed  when        applying discipline and/or correction to 

a child in the L.E.A.P Early Childhood Program.    Resolve-  Staff will talk  with the child about  the incident/behavior,  and  will  

attempt to  get information, causes, and facts.   Remind- Program rules will be explained.  Staff will talk about how they apply to the 

 child and to others in the program.   Re-Establish & Redirect –  Child could be placed on a time-out (approx. 30 seconds for 

each year  of  age)  and/or  receive  a  talk  about  different  options  that  could  help  the  current       situation and possible solutions on 

redirecting the problem in the future.   Reinstate-  Child is return back to the program activity.    
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Parent/Guardian Release of Liability 
 
The City of Costa Mesa recognizes that overexposure to ultraviolet (UV) radiation from the sun and 
artificial sources such as sunlamps and tanning beds is linked to the development of skin cancer, eye 
damage, premature aging, and a weakened immune system and that children are particularly vulnerable 
to the effects of overexposure. The City desires to support the prevention of excessive UV radiation for 
children participating in the City’s Recreational Programs. 
 

➢ I acknowledge that I am required to provide UV protection, of 30 or greater, spray or lotion for my 
child(ren), while considering my child(ren)’s allergy history. My child(ren) will be required to apply 
sunscreen at intervals designated by staff. 

 

➢ Per the request of my child(ren), I understand that City employees may assist in applying 
sunscreen IF the UV protection is in spray form, not lotion. 

 

➢ I acknowledge that City employees will only spray the UV protection, provided by the 
parent/guardian, on my child(ren) and will not engage in any physical contact to ensure that it is 
evenly applied on participant’s skin. Other program participants may be permitted to apply or assist 
in applying sunscreen on my child or ward’s skin. 

 

➢ I understand and acknowledge that City employees are not medically trained as to the negative 
effects of ultraviolet radiation. 

 

➢ I hereby for myself, my child, my heirs or anyone who might claim on my behalf or my child’s 
behalf, AGREE NOT TO BRING ANY CLAIM and waive, release and discharge the City of Costa 
Mesa, its officers, agents and employees from any and all liability for personal injury or death 
arising out of or occurring in the course of administering specialized physical health care services 
to my child(ren) during participation in City Recreation Programs. 

 
This release and waiver extends to all claims of every kind of nature whatsoever, foreseen or unforeseen, know 
or unknown, whether or not due to negligence. 

 
 
 
I HAVE READ THE RELEASE OF LIABILITY OF THE ADMINISTRATION OF SUNSCREEN AND 
CERTIFY MY AGREEMENT BY MY SIGNATURE ON THE PROGRAM’S REGISTRATION FORM. 
 
 
**If you do not want this policy applied to your child, submit a signed letter to supervisory staff stating so and 
that you agree not to bring any claim, and further waive, release, and discharge the City of Costa Mesa, its 
officers, agents, employees, and volunteers from any and all liability for personal injury or death arising out of or 
related to his/her non-participation.** 
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