Argument in Favor of the Costa Mesa Fair Business License Reform,

Small Business Protection Measure

Costa Mesa has not increased the cost of a business license since
1985. Presently, the highest amount a business pays for business license
is $200 per year. That goes for the city's large retailers, automobile
dealerships, large industrial companies and international law firms.

It is not reasonable to keep the business license costs the same when all
of the city's expenses have increased substantially over time. No other
city in our area had the same business license costs for 41 years.

Over that time, consumer costs have increased by over 200%. The City
of Costa Mesa's expenses have increased at a similar pace. The costs
of our city workers, including police officers and firefighters, have
increased, as has the costs to maintain and improve our streets, parks
and facilities. Many of our buildings are decades old, including fire
stations. This creates potential risks to our first responders.

The proposed increase in the business license fee will not apply to
businesses with less than $500,000 in sales. Other businesses will see a
modest increase. For instance, a business with $1 million in sales will
pay $500 per year for its business license or 00.05% of its sales. This
is a reasonable price for the city services the business receives.

If Measure  passes, the city will receive an additional $4.6 million
each year. This will help the city pay for increasing costs of city
services (e.g., police and fire), and make needed improvements to our
city buildings, parks, streets and Information Technology.

We urge you to vote yes on Measure  so that the City of Costa Mesa
can continue to provide first class service and improve our
infrastructure.
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